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O THE RIGHT HO- 
NOVRABLE Anne LADY 


WarnTtvvoORT Hn.,- increaſe 
of all true honour and 
happineſſe, Fe, 
( 3 2 >} 


Ight Honourable,may it pleaſe you 
rorake in good worth my bold at- 
tempt,in preſuming to recommend 
vnto your fauourable patronage 
theſe Sermons following. Your 
honours vndeſerued reſpect of mee 
nade mee deſirous to teſtifie my vnfained thanktul- 
jeſſe : which I could not imagine how with greater 
onveniencie to expreſle &maniteſt,then by taking 
jold of this preſent occaſion ; eſpecially conſide- 
ing that your conſtant & more then ordinary pains- 
aking to heare ſuch holy inſtructions is a ſuthcient 
rgument to euince your loue & liking of the matter 
therein compriſed ; and your good regard of the au- 
thors (well knowen vnto me) gaue me occaſion ro 
tinke that their [abours, in this ſort offering them. 
klu:s vnto your eie, would bee no lefls welcome 
then tormerly they haue beene, being in another 
manner preſented vnto your care, 

A3 Concer- 


Trn Eptsrtn Dubircartory. 


Concerning the Tra of Zeale annexed to theſe 
Sermons, it isa colle&ion of diuers rules which 1 
heard and read touching that ſubie&t, principally 
of ſuchas were ſcattered heere and there in Maſter 
R. Greenhams Workes : which being exceeding vſe. 
full, I thought good to gather them into one (with T 
an additionof ſundry proofes of Scripture) for the 
caſe and helpe of thoſe that are well affected, eſpe- 
cially of ſuch whoſe ability will not reach to the 
price of that great volume of M.Greenhams labours, 

Andthus humblybzſeeching your Honour to 

ardon my boldneſle, and to beare with mymani- 
told defects which ſhall be found in the penning of 
theſe Sermons, I recommend you to the gratous 


protection of the Almighty, po 


Your Honours 


according to my poore ability 


ready to bee commanded, 


louN WINSTON 


THE POINTS OF 


DOCTRINE HANDLED 
INTHE Szrk moons x 
following. (,-;) 
(x $ x) 


CERMON Ts. 
DSCYy, 0. 


He firſt fleppe to true and ſound repentance, 
te, to be wounded and diſquieted in nr heart s 
for nne, 
2 Lawfullthings muff be done lawfully, 
g 4nd good things in a good manner. 
Ep With confeſſion of rune,mnſt be iojned 
urneſt requeſts for pardon thereof. 
4 The more famneſuil any one «,the more fooliſh be tc, 
5 1tis awonderfull hard thing to takg dewne the pride of 
mans heart. 
O Ns 6 The more ſpeedily we indge our ſelues, is more merei- 
fully the Lord will dealewith ws. 


SERMON 2, 


DocT, 1 


Sy”; ze mo men mto maruellous ſtraits, 
as [ernants newer find ſo great fauonr aiwith God 


2 God 


bume! et. 


2 Godmalgeth his indoements ſutable to our farnge, 
4 When God ſet1in wuh bis inigements they ſpall be ſ1r1, 
drfperſed in aſport time, 
5 At God appeinteth indgments to bee inflifled wn bj 
people, ſo be himiſe!fe will ſee execution done. 
6 A goed manwil lay agreater burden on himfelfe then 
on another, 


Doc To 1 


Lthough bumane helps and earthly friends do faile Gods 
people, yet they are not helpeleſſe, nor hopeleſſe. 
2 Nooutward thing comes neerer the hearts of God; chil 
dren, then the decay of good men, 
3 Deceitfull friend; are worſe then open foes. 


SERMON 4, 


DocY. $1. 


Fe more shilfully and artificially any eontrines bis ill pur- 
poſes, the moore fearefull deſtruttion ſhall fall upon bum. 
2 The more wicked men boaſt of their miſchienous intents, 
the neerer mulobiefe is onto them. 
No man hath the rojalty of bis owne tongne, nor the or- 
dering of his owne ſpeech, 


SERMON 3» 3 


The firſt Sermon. 


2.SAMVEL 24,10,11.12. 


t Gods Verſe 10, Then Daxids heart [mote him after that he had 
nwbred the people : and Dauid ſaid vnto the Lord,l hawe ſin- 
i; coil 2 ned rv. £ in that I hae done : therefore ow Lord [ be- 


ſeech thee g akg away thetreſpaſſe of thy ſernant, for I bane done 
very fooliſhlie, 

11 AndwhenDauid was vp in the morning the ward of the 
Lord came vntothe Prophet Gad,C+c. 


N theſe words is ſet foorth the repentance 
Wm of David for his ſin committed in num- 
) <a bring the people, wherein the holy Pro- 

Ll phct ſheweth:s 1, What meancs he vicd to 
bee reconciled vnto God,namely : 

x Firlt, thathe was touched with in- 
ward remorſe & hearty grecfe for his of- 
fence: [ Then Daxids beart ſmote him after that he had num- 
bred the people. ] 

2 Sccondly,that hee made a particular and veric car- 
neſt confeſſion of his fault: [ / have armed exterdingly im 
that 1 baue done. 

3 Thirdly, that having bewaylcd and acknowledged 
his ſinne, he inſtantly craued pardon for theſame: [there» 
fore now Lord, I beſeech thee takg away the treſpaſſe of thy ſer- 
next, Cc.) as if hee ſhould haue ſaid, I haue linned verie 
heinouſlic,I cannot denic it: yet Jam thy ſeruant and wy 

B 


/ pr. 
21s. 
tents, 


Jt Or « 


Verſe 10 


2 Th: fi-ſt Ser mos, 


of thy familie,and therefore Lord caſt mee not off for one 
fault,butrakenoticeof my ſorrow,and pardon my ſinne: 
for I hane dealt very fooliſhly, 

2 Sccondly,heedeclarcth what meanes theLord vſcd 
to make him fit for reconciliation: viz: that he ſent vnto 

him the Prophet Gad,a worthy mi of God,&D avid: Seer, 
who had becnercady from timeto timetolay open the 
willof God vnto him, and in that regard was morereuc- 
rend in hiscies, and he threatneth and denounceth iudge- 
ment againſt him,that ſeeing his heart had beene lifted vp,, 
with pride in regard of the multitude and ſtrength of his 
pceople,God would mcet with him in his owne linne , and 
make his puniſhment to be ſuteable tohis fat : and ſeeing 
he begun to be humbledforit already,and yet needed yet 
ſtil furcher humiliation, he eclleth him,that[rhe ſword,or the 
famine, or the peſtilence)mult purſuc hjs ſubics,and make 
wonderfull hauocke among them,agd therefore biddeth 
him make his choice which of thi hee would haucto 
come vpon the land: for oncof them he muſt needs vn*+ 
dergoe,to further him in the worke of humiliation, as al- 
ſoto bring the whole Church vnto the like, whothen had 
incenſed the Lords anger againſt them. 

Then D axids heart ſmote him. In chatſctting downe the 
repentanceof Dasid,the holy Ghoſt taketh notice of this 
in the firſt place, that [6 bear: ſwote him] the DoQtine is, 
that, 


Sound forrow The rt ſtep to true and ſound repentance is tobce 
the fiſt ſtep woundedand diſquicted in our hearts for fine, vntil our 
to repentance ſgyſes be picrced,and as it were [trucke through with the 


Joel 2.13 


Wote, 


feeling of our corruptions, and of Gods diſpleaſure duc 
vnto vsforthe ſame, Wee hauc not made any entrance in- 
to the waics —_— nor laid the verie foundation 
ofthe worke of conuerſion, therefore the Prophet oel ex- 
horting the //raelires to repentance, biddeth them, rewt 
therr hearts :thatis the firſt ſtone that muſt bee laid inthis 
building:thcir hearts muſt be cruſhed and brokenfor the 
wickednefle committed againſt the maicſtie of God; till 


then 


T he firft Sermon, 3 


then there isno turning vato him : one may as well bid a 
priſoner thatis in ſtrong hold, and hath bolts and ferters 

n his heeles,walkeabroad and take the freſh aire, and 
notremaine any longer in that darke and loathſome dun- 

n,as bid once that hath not his heartcruſhed and hum- 
bled to turne vnto the Lord: alas hee is held fa(t in the 
chaines of Sathan, and cannot ſtirre one foote to God- 


8 ward; therefore is it notcd in thoſe conuerts A, 2, 
37. that They were pricked intheir hearts) when they be- 
ganthe worke of repentance, the rebukes of God had 


wakened their drowhie conſciences, fo that they ſaw their 
finnes and Gods vengeance due vnto them,and the words 
of Peter had gone through their heartsycucn as atwo cdg- 
ed (word;and then they were fitto bee ſoundly healed and 
comforted,when they had beene picrced, and thoroughly 
wounded by the arrowes of God. 

r Fir(t;till che heart bee broken for ſinne, there can be 
noplaine confeſſion of finne,and therfore no repentance. 


AQ.s 


Plalas 


J 


Men naturally arc like wilde Atle-Colts,nothing wilwork lob 11 


vpon them,nor bringthem vnto any good frame or or- 
der; though they hcarc often of their ary they will not 
acknowledge them, but bee (till vnrulic and vatamed, as 
Paxl was before his conucrfion ; ſolong as hee was heart- 
whole in his owne conceit, though hee had heard manic 
excellent Sermons no doubt,yet hee was like a bealt (til, 


neuer bewailing nor confelling his grieuous offences till Row,z 
the Lord had taken him downe,and throughly maſtered A8.ys 


him, 

2 Nay further,men are ſo farre from taking paines to 
come to atrucacknowledgement of theiriniquities,thattil 
ſuchtimeas there isa breach made into their hearts by 
godly ſorrow,they doe not ſo much as defire to beedeli- 
vered fromthem,normake any reckoning of Gods mer- 
ciefor the pardoning ofthem : and indeed what reaſon is 
there that they ſhould eſteeme of that medicine which wil 
cure, when they doe not feelethem(clues to bee licke ? 
they thinke it a matter worth the looking after , to bee 


B 2- freed. 


= 


Pſe1 


PF The firſt Sermon, 


freed from pouerty,from infamy,fr6the peſtilence &c,but 
as for the corruptions of their nature and the (infulnetle 
of thcir waics,they were neuer muchtroubled with them, 
and therefore they make little account to bee delivered 
from them. See this pom more at large in MM. Dods Sermon 
onl/a,x,Dott.x, 

Sccing therefore that inward contrition for linne is the 
firlt ſtep torepentance,and that which killeth the root of 
linne,and ſetteth vs free from the power and dominion of 
it,and ereeth in our hearts a throne for Chrilt Iclus; the 
ylc of this point is, 

For reproofe of thoſe that perſwade themſclues, and 
beare othersin hand that they hauc trucly repented, & do 
continually confelſethcir faults,andask pardon for them: 
but what grecfe and painc haue they had in their hearts 
for their linnes?nay,they thankeGod,they were neuer ter- 
rified nor troubled in their confciences. Doe you thanke 
Godfor this? it is in cffeRt tothank him for that you want 
the firſt and principall note of true conuerfion 3 if your 
hearts haueneuer n——_ prickedand (tung with the {cule 
of your vilenetle and wretchednelile, itis becauſe you are 
(cnſcleile : for there is cauſeſufficientwhy you ſhould bee 
gricucd;andtheletle you hauc had,the more you arc like- 
ly to haue, ifnot heere,yet in the world tocome,and at 
that day when youlhall bee moſt vnwilling oft. 

Secondly,heereare thoſe to be reprooued that run in- 
tofarre greater cxcelle of ſinning than cuer Damd did, 
breaking forthinto grotle and foulecuils,that cucric bo- 
dicſceth and knoweth, & condemneth, and yerthcy palle 
them ouer lightly,and careleſlly asif they were matters of 
nothing. When Daxiddid but cut offthe lap of Sawls coat 
his heart ſmote him, ang was gricucd within him, inthat 
hce was ſoneere vnto (ifine : what then ſhall wee thinke of 
thoſe that doe nor cutoffthelappeof the coate of an ene- 
my,butarciniurious to their friends, and crucll againſt 

their brethren,that breake coucnant and promiſe, fin a- 
gainſt God, blaſpheme his name, profane his Sab- 
: baths 


F 
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baths and thelike, and yetnone of all theſe doe ſoundly 
yorke vpon them,nor much troublethem ? (urclic ſuch 
men arenot of Daxids (pirit,and therefore not being bro» 
ken hearted heere, they ſhall bee broken and cruihed in 

eccs with the valupportable weight of Gods yengeauce 

cercafter. 

Thirdly, fiththis inward touch for ſinneis a thing ſo J/? 3 
necetlarie, let vs hence learnc to labour for it,and to keep 
tendernes of heart when we haue obtained it: for that ſor- 
row which breaketh the heart, doth withall breake the 
necke of finne; and therefore when the Lord doth checke 
and controle our conſciences , let vseſtceme tas a great 
mercic,and not letſuch ſtrokes palle without their right 
vſc,butlctvs goe to God & tohis children for helpe and 
direRion , andthen thatlictle ſparke of the fire.of God 
in our ſoules,heing ted and nouriſhedgwillgrowinthe end 
toa great flame. Nowthat our hearts may be kept alwaics 
tender andſenfible of thoſe checks which Gods ſpirit gi- 
ueth vs,let vs viſe theſe meanes thatfollow. 

Firſt, let vs lay vp in our hearts the weaponof God,cuen Meanes to 
the ſword of the (pirit,wherby our hearts may be wofided, get tendernes 
as ofcen as necd requireth: for varegenerat perſons wan- ®fhcart. 
ting that weapon wil rather defend then ſmite themſclues 
whenthey hauc offended, andeucriechilde of God hath 
ſomewhat of old Adaw in himyin which regard hee mult 
be more carefull to vic the ſwordof theſpirit, for the picr- 
cingof his heart when any finne is committed by him: |, 1,,, 68 
withal praying fortheſpirit of grace which wil couincethe 
conſcience when it is guiltic , ſothat it ſhal haue nothing 
to ſay in defenſe of it ſelf, but very much forthecondEna- 
tion of it ſclf:as iscuident Ezec.36.27.wherby we may ob- x... .; 
ſcrue,that when God hath giuen his ſpirit vnto his ele,& : 
(asit isin Jeremy 31.33.) withall written his lawes in ther 17-31 
hearts,then they ſhall remember thety owne wicked waies, and 
their deedes that were not goed and foall tndge themſelnes wor- 
thy to hawe bene deſtroied for their myquities for ther abs» 
minations,.Verſe,21. Whatis the reaſon they ſhould palle 
ſucha hcauicſentence vpon themſelues? one would think 

B 3 they 


Ifa.zo 
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they ſhould rather reioice now,& allow ofthemſelues and 
of their works: ſo they do reioice at,& approue of theme 
{clues and their works, ſo farre as they arc ſpirituall: bur 
they proclaim war againſt themſclues & their works ſofar 
ascither they arc or haue beene carnall and (infull, and 
that becauſe the word of God, and the ſpirit ofGod doe 
beare ſway in their hearts: theyare at vtter defiance with 
their pride and hypocrilie,andall wrerched luſts that 6ghr 
again{t their ſoules : being neuerſo muchtormented with 
thole linnes,as when they haucattaincd to a great mealure 
of humilitic,and of finceritie, 

Secondly,we mult not contentour (clues when once we 
haue the word and ſpirit of God within vs,but we mult (il 
ſtriveto keepe our hearts humble and lowlie: for other- 
wiſeweeſhall notfeelethe ſtrokes of the word and fpirit of 
Godzthercforcit is ſaid(//4.30.20.21.)that when the Lord. 
had dicted his people awhile [ gineng them the bread of ad- 
werſitie and the water of affliftion and thereby taken down 
che pride & ſtubburnenelle of their hearts, thatthen [rheiy 
eares ſhould heare a word bebinde them, ſaying , this ts the way 
walke in it,cc,that is,as{oone as cuer they had committed 
any offence,they ſhould preſcntly haue a blow vpon their 
hearts for it,and bee full of fcareand anguiſh : though no 
man in the world tell them of it, yet the word in their harts 
will be like a good guide thatis (til following alittle child, 
andtclling himythis is nottherightway, leauc it; there is 
the right way,walke init: butmany hauehearts pcltcred 
with pride,and luſt,and couctouſneſle, & yet goca whole 
moneth,nay,many monethes and yeares rogether , and 
neuer feele any rebuke in their conſciences .How comes 
this to paiſethat others are full of greefe and full of teares 
for their ſinnes, and they are never troubled for them ? is 
it becauſe there is greater vprightneſſe in them,then there 
is in others? no (urcly,itis becauſe they hauca more blind 
minde,and a more proudand ſcnſeletle heart then others 
hauc : forthe more humbleany one is, the more often 
ſhall he heare the voice of the ſpirit, checking him _ 
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Thefiwſt Sermn, : 7 
he goeth out of the way,and moouing him to turn againe 
mto theright way, 

Thirdly, we muſt eſpecially beware of preſiiptuous ſins: 
for if we liue'therein our hearts will ceaſe to ſmite vs, or at 
lealt we ſhal be ſenſeletſeof theſe trokes : as may be (een 
in the caſe of Daxid : when he had cut off the lap of Seals 

arment & numbred the people(which were but infirmis 
tes) forthwith his c6{cience rebukedhim,& he was hum- 
bled before the Lord: bit when he had commirted adulte- 
ry,and murder, either the checks of his conſcience were 
noncatall,oreclſc they were ſo weake,that he had no ſenſe 
nor feeling thereof; ſo that Nathan was driven to fetch a- 
bout(as itwere) and to vſeal the art that might be,to mak 
him ſec hisoffcaces, and pallec ſentence againſt hiniſclte 
for the ſame. 

After that he had numbredthe people. ]Heereis this ſpeci- 
all linne, that he numbred his ſubicts,which may Cie 
to beeno;ſuch great matter, for which God ſhould fo 
plague the land: andif there had beene that hypocriſic in 
Daxid as there isinvs, hee would haue pleaded thns for 
himſelfe: what ncede I to be fo troubled for this? and what 
reaſon is there why God ſhould proceed fo fcuerclic a- 
gainſt me fortheſame? did not oſes and Toſbxn, holic 
men ofGod,numberthe people in their daics, & that war= 
rantably ?and why then may not doe the like, hauing 
more abſolute authoritic oucrthem then they had ? bur 
his heart ſtaicd himfromallſuchreaſoning of the matter; 
andtold him, that though hee didthe ſame aRion which 
they did,yert the mannerof doing thereof was diuers ; he 
performedit notin obedience to God (as they did but in 
pride and hautincesof mindeinregard of the multitude & 
ſtrength of hisſubics:befarehee clteemed Godsname a 
ſtrong towerfor his defence , but now what need he runne 
crying vnto God? hee had ſomany ſouldiers and valiant 
warriours in his dominion, that hee could make his part 
good againſt any forrcine power whatſocuer., Thus was his 
heart lifted vp vato vanitic, when it ſhould hauc __ 
lifred 


DoF. 2, 
God looketh 
into the man- 
nerof our 


doing. 


Mat.24-38 


Iude.rz 
2 Tim, 4.4.5 


Gen.6.2 


Luke 14.38 
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lifted vp toGodin thankfulnes: & therfore was he fo hums 
bled becauſc he hadan ill affetionand a wrong end in a 
goodattion, Whenceariſeth this doAtrine,Thatitisnot e- 
nough to forbearethings that arc cuill,and to make con» 
ſcienceof grolle fias,but men mult do lawful things law. 
fully,& perform good works in a good wanner:otherwiſe 
the Lord may & wil puniſh them tur doing lawfull things 
alwwcl as for vnlawful things. This may be (cen in that great 
enditemet which Chriſt brings againſt the old world: They 
did cat, and drink,marry audgine in marriage, A natural man 
would hauc thought there could beeno hurt intheſe : if 
they had been charged with whoredome,murder,blaſphe- 
micorthe like, they had beene matters of fome moment: 
but for thoſe beforenamed, what fault can bee found with 
them? Indeed the things in themſeluesare very warranta- 
ble,but the maner of performing them doth cither make 
or marre them : to cate and drinke without feare, without 
praicr,and thank(-giuing,as if the creatures werevur own, 
and notthe Lords,to abuſe the bleſſings of God to ſurfet- 
tingand drunkenneſle,&c. theſc and thelike corruptions 
doe turne cating and drinking into finne, which in them- 
ſclucsare notonely allowable,but alſo nece!larie,The like 
way befaid concerning marriage, it isa ſanRified ordi« 
nance of God vntothoſethat vſc it holjly: but then itbe- 
comes verie linfutl and hatefull vnto the Lord, when the 
Sonnes of God do ioine withthe daughtersof men, and 
profellors are yoaked with Infidels for beautie, or commo- 
ditic,or any ſuch carnall reſpect: yet that isa horrible fin, 
too too common among fuchas profetle Chriſtianitie, 
that they make no ſcruple of matching their children 
with thoſe,whom they know by their workes to bee as yet 
the children of the diuellzand fo in other matters if they 
can proue them once to bee in themſelueslawfull , they 
makeno conſcience of the meanes they vic , nor of the 
end they propoſcin accompliſhing of them, 

The like isallcadged by our Sauiour againſt the Sode- 


wits,as againſtthoſe of the ald world,viz:that rbey a 
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4nd/a/4, and planted, and built in couctoulneſſe , pride and 


yanitic, as if they had beene cuer to dwell ypon the earth, 
not caring what craft and fraud they vſcd,nor what ſnarcs 
and grins they laid for men,it they might ſaeisfie their co- 
uctous and ambitious deſires, More might bee faid con- 


it hath beene handled atlarge elſewhere. 
Firlt for terror vnto thole that ſatisfic themſelues with Fe 1. 

this,thatno body can charge them with grullclinnes, and 
therefore they imagine their calc to be guod,and that they 
need not trouble themſclyes, But was itnot thus with De- 

wid ? who could now accuſe him of any notorious ill fact ? 
ſurely none inthe world: and yet hee hauing grace in his 
heart,accuſeth and condemneth himſelfe, for that he had 
done a good ation in an ill maner,and withan ambitious 

and vaine glorious minde, & forthe ſame is muchabaſed 

and confounded in himſelfe: and therefore thoſe arcin a 
miſcrable cſtate, thatneuer diſquict their ſoulesfor their 
hidden corruptions, but thinke thatall gocth well with 
them,when mens cics candiſcerne nothing amilſe in them 

as they on theother ſide are in happie caſe, that 

doc often take them(clucs apart, and beſeech the Lord to 

bee mercifull vato them in regard of their failings, cuen 

in the molt fpirituall duties that they performe: ſuch 
judge themſelues, and thereforeſhall not bee iudged of 

the Lord, 

Sccondly,this is for inſtruction,that we carefully looke Ye 2, 
vnto the manner of all our ations,andin particular,of the 
excrcile of talting,which is now in hand? let ys conlider 
wherefore weare come together,and what isrequired of c- 
uerie onethat is preſentthis day,to wit,that we ſhould put 
wickednelle out of our hearts , and out of ourhands: and 
for thatpurpoſe,come with true hunuliation on our part, 
that there may beca pertcd reconciliation granted vs 


on Gods part, 
C This 


Sec M.Dods 


cerning this point,both for proofesand reaſons , but that RR, 


Jonah 3.8. g. 


Le 3- 
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This was praftiſed by the Nininites, who hearing Gods 


iudgementsdenouncedagain{t them for their linnes, that i 
within fortie daics Nimwe lhould bedeltroyed;exceptthey tol 
repented, what. didthey ? All of them,both King ang ec 
people, humbled themſeluesin faſting, bewailing their e. ma 
villand {infull waics and works, and crymg mrghtiy yiito ter 
the Lord for pardon , and refojuing to #wrne from the rul 
wickedneſſe that wasin ther hands, that ſo God might turne __ 
away from his fierce wrath, Yet they had enioyed but lit. lec 
tle teaching: they had heard only one Serms from /onah, - 
who wasa man vnknown vnto them ,and did not bring og 
ſuch teſtimonies of Scvipture as are now alleged vnto Js 
v8,&c: and thereforc wee ſhould bee much aſhamed to le 
come ſhort ofthem in this holy exerciſe,eſpecially ſeeing h; 
we hauc not one /enah,but many;not a iudgement threat- o 


ned,but executed, andthe ſword of the Lore (till drawne & 
againſt vs,and deuouring by hundreds and thouſands in 


many quarters of ourland. Let vs then ſearch and cxa- Js 
mine r= fn Ir GA iudge our (clues for all _ 
our former tranſgreſſions; and coucnant with the Lord to a 


auoid them hereafter,crauing {trength from him for that 
purpoſe,that we may be cnabledto (ubdue & keep vnder p 
all our corruptions : and then our hearts beeing broken p 
with godly ſorrow , they ſhall bee healed with godlic | 
ioy; and beeing truly caſt downe before the Lord, hee 
will raiſe vs vp in due fcafon , and make it knowne 
by good effeR,that he is appeaſed towards vs, | 
Thirdly , here is matter of exceeding great terror vn- 
to thoſe thatſpend their daics in the continuall praQiiſe of 
grolfſeandpreſumptuousfinnes:forit Dawid were fo gric- 
ucd and puniſhed forthat corruption which no man li- 


-ving could touch him for, cuen for doing a good thing 


in an i{l manner , how then ſhallthey bee able to ſtand 
that hauc heaped iniquity vpon iniquity ,and for manic 
yeeres together added one foule cuill vnto another; and 


' not oncly done good thingsin an ill manner,but il things , 


in 


. requeſts vnto God for the pardoning of the ſame 
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in the worſt manner, hauing many crying ſitncs (till to 
call for vengeance againlt them 2 If Denid were brought + 
toluch a ltrait,that hee was cucn at his wits end,and in ex- 
cecding great anguith for doing one thing which in 
mans reaſon mightſceme very lawfull ; oh whathorrible 
terrors ſhall ſeazc on their ſoules, who doe continually 
ruſh vpon a multitude of haynous offences, which al the 
world crieth out againſt! c{pecially when they ſhal be cal- 
lcd to anſ{wer,not before Gad, as David was, but before the 
maic(ty of the great Lord of heauenand earth : notfor 
one linne , butfor all their linnes : not to indure three 
daics puniſhmentin mercy, but cucrlaſting woc and mi- 
ſcry,and that in judgement and heauy difplcaſure ! Dawid 
had great ſorrow indeed for the offence which hee com- 
mitted;yct no more then he ſhould hauc: how then doe 
they thinke to eſcape,that are not wrought vpon at all 
with any remorſe fortheir gricuous tranſgreſſions , but 
arc cucn asalumpe of dead fleſh, altogether inſenlible of 
any (troke of God that isthreatned, or inflited vpon 
themſclues or others? 

Verſe 10. [ hane ſinned exceedingh)Now followeth the (c- 
cond ſtep vnto ſound repentance,namely a truc,ful, parti- 
cular and hearty confeſſion of his fin that ſo wounded his Doft 
heart: which al that would obtaine remiſſion of their fins "ey of of 
muſt bee carcfull to bring before the Lord as Daziddid. fa mutt fol- 
But this point hath beene more largely handled elſewhere low griete 
[#z M, Dods Sermongn Pron. 18.Dott.z.] for fine, 

] beſeech thee takes away the treſpaſſe of thy ſernant,&c, 
Thisis the third worke of repentance,viz : that hecra- 

ueth pardon for his fault;and that is thenext point, that, Dott.g. 


With confeſſion of our linnes,wee mult alwaics ioyne Aſking pards 
: fo muſt bee toy» 


doth Dazid1n this place,as alſo P/Al.51.10 doth the Pub- — 


lican, Lordbe mercifull to me a (prey and ina word;lo doth 
Daniel, Nehemiah, & the reſt of Gods ſeruants,as may be 
ſcene intheir ſeucral confellions. And for incouragement 
C2 vnatro 


Exod.34. 


Ezeck. 36, 


Mat 1, 


Vie 1 


Fſe 2 
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vnto the performance of this duty,we haue 

I Firſt , the name of God, whichis toperdon iniquity 
Branſgreſſion, and fine : cucn all without exception, great 
or ſmall,ifwe repent for them,they ſhall bee pardoned : if 
weacknowledge our miſery, we ſhall atſuredly find God 
mercy, 

2Sccondlv,we haue thecouenant of God, that hee will 
waſh vs from all our filthinefſe , by powring the bloud of 
hisſonne vpen our finfull ſcules, 

3 Thirdly,wce haue the name of Chriſt to incite and 
mouevs to becomeſuters fora pardon:for he is called Ic« 
ſus,becauſcitis his office to ſauc his peoplefrs their fins, 

This Doctrine ſeruecth, 

Firſt for the confutation ofthe Papil}s,who clog mens 
conſciences, & lay on them heauy & yet vnnecelſſary bur- 
dens,inioyning them, if they would getremillion of their 
linnes,to gocin pilgrimagetothisor that place, to pray 
tothis or that Satnt,to make ſome ſatiltationto God &c, 
as if they ſhould finde mercy any where rather than by 
feckingit at Gods hands: and they ſpeed accordingly : 
for whereas Danid went vnto the Lord for fauour,and ob- 
tainedit,they haue (till voſctled hearts and reſtles conlci- 
ences:or hard hearts and benummed conſciences, neuer 
getting any true peace,or ſound comfortinthe allurance 
of their reconciliation with the Lord, 

2 Secondly,for reproofe of thoſe, whoſe offences are 
very many,and very grieuous,and they ſce and acknow- 
ledge ſo much:and yet wil they nor bee ſopreſumptuous 
(as they termeit)ro expepardon for the ſame 3 indeed 


* they thinke itfitforſuch holy men as Dawid was, to aske 


and looke for mercy from the Lord, but for themſclues, 
they are ſuch hainous offenders,that they dare not dolo, 
neither can they concciue any hope to ſpeed well if they 
ſhould do fo. Butwhy ſhould we put in conditions where 
God dothnot,and as it were interline Gods coucnit? doth 
not he promiſe without any exception, that if wee confeſſe 
our 


UN 
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our ſianes, he is faithfu'!l and uſt to forgine vs tur ſuenes, and 
ro cleanſe vs from all vnrighteouſneſſe ? It is therefore a great 
fault, co thinke that any hath more abundance of inne, 
then God hath of mercy to forgiue it. 

Thirdly, hecre isanvſc of in({truction, that wee ſhould 
be very importunate for the obtaining of Gods fauourin 
the pardoning of our lins : which carneſtnes that we may 
attaine vnto, let vs vic theſe two helps following, which 
Daxidscxample direReth vs vnto : Firſt, ler vs labour that 
our hearts may thorowly (mite vs, and that our conſcien- 
ces may cucrmore checke vs when wee doe offend : for 
wherelocuer there isthe checke of conſcience,it will make 
the party grow not only to hearty confeſſion, but alſo to 
carneſt petitions for graccand fauour. The greater there- 
fore is their folly, who when the Lord doth ſtrike their 
drowlie conſcicnces for any wickednelle committed by 
them, will preſently betake them(ſelues to mery company, 
and ſo by icſting, and laughing, and drinking, and (port- 
ing, ſceke to drive away their melancholie fit, as they call 
it : but God meeteth with them accordingly : for when 
they will not take benefit by that mercifull warning which 
he giucth them, they commonly fall to marucllous hard- 
neile of heart, and after breake foorth into ſome horrible 
finne, which oucrwhelmeth them with ſhame and confu- 
lion. Letvs therefore obſcrue when the Lord ſmitethour 
hearts, and with Peter get out of company ſpeedily, and 
lament bitterly, that ſo wee may turne the rebukes of our 
ſoules into holy requeſts, that the Lord would forgiue vs, 
and not enter into iudgement with ys for our gricuous 
prouocationsagainlt his Maicſtic. 

Sccondly, when (inne is ſo odious vnto vs, that our 
hearts doe condemne vsfor it, then letvs ſtriue to be per- 
ſwaded, that itis pardonable, yca and that it ſhall bee par- 
doned vnto vs: that though we deſerueto be throwen out 
of ſcruice, becauſe we haue dealt ſo foobſhly, yet ſeeing 
we are Gods ſcruants, hee will not goeto extremities with 

C 3 VS, 


1.loh.t. 9. 


Fſe 3. 


How we may 
attaine to 
eaineſtneſſe 
in asking 
pardon. 

I 
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vs, but deale as a father with hisowne children, thisancor 

of hope we had need itil] to hold faſt by : for if wee be not 
in ſOme good meaſure relolued, that we ſhall nd the Lord 
gratious, and that wee our (clues arenothypocrites, but 
luchasto whom mercy belongeth, we ſhall preſently giue 
oucr prater : for who would ſceke vnto a Chirurgeonto 
cure him, of whom heis afraid [ct he ſhould wound him, 
in that he hath cauſcand abilitic ſo to doe? Therfore hold 
this fora firme ground, once Gods childe, and cuer : once 
his ſcruant, and neuer his encmic : in which regard wee 
may come with confidence vnto him, and ſay, Lord, I am 
vnworthy to be called thy ſonne, yet art thou my merci- 
full Father:I haue done thee ill ſcruice, yet amIthy poore 
ſeruant ſtill : and though I bee bad now, yet time hath 
beene when I haue beene better, and done better : when[ 
hauepraicd 1n (ccret, and humbled my (oulec, and ſhedde 
teares for my finnes in priuate, and hauc had an vtterde« 
teltation of thoſecuils, which now through the corrupti« 
on of my nature hauc fallen into, and therefore Lord be 
pacified towards me, and put out of thy remembrance the 
treſpalle of thy ſeruant, It any one want theſe teſtimonies 
of Gods loue towards him, and of his loue towards God, 
when affliction ouvertaketh him for his ſinnes, he wilcither 
flee from the Lords preſence,as Adamdid,our if hee adven- 
ture tocome vnto him, hispraycrs will deſcend as plum- 
mets of lead vpon him, & Satan and his owne conſcience 
will be readie to accuſe him,& to ſay,what haſt thou to do 
with God ? hee hearetbnot ſinners : thou ſhall rather pro- 
uoke his vengeance then obtaine his fauor by thy petiti- 
ons ; and becauſe thou haſt beene his enemie heretofore, 
hce will ſhew himſclfe to bee thine now:and becauſe thou 
haſt caſt his word behind chy backe, hee will ſhut outthy 
cries,that they ſhall not haue any accetile vnto him.Which 
vncomfortable newes will be as a dartto (trike thorow the 
liuerof an hypocrite,& as a two cdged ſword to pierce his 
ſoule : and therefore let ys all labour to be ſtrongly ſetled 
| in 
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inthis point, that weare Gods ſcruants, that ſo we may be 
feruentand bric inour praicrs, andNot bec ſo daunted as 
ſinners are when the hand of God isvpon them, 

'T hane dealt very fooliſhly] This he ſpeaketh to make his 
hane more odious vato himſelfe : for by nature wee arc (0 
proud, that we Fannot abide that any body ſhout ſay, wee 
hauec dealt fooliſhly andabſurdly : therefore doth heelay 
lode vpon himſelfe, the more to beat downe his pride, 
confeſling that he had dealt very fooly>ly, 


The more (infull any one 1s, the more foolith he is, 


Exe did cat of the forbidden fruit,thinking ſhe had dealt The —_— 


yery wiſcly and prouideat!y for her (elfe : bur did ſhee get 
any thing by linning againſt her makers commandement? 
Noſurely : when ſhee had a conceit that ſhee ſhould deale 
moſt wifely, ſhe dealt nyoſt fooliſbly of any that cuer wasin 
the world: for thereby ſhe brought ſorrow and miſery, yea 
cternall damnation of ſoule and body, not only ypon her 
(cife (had not God giuen her repentance and mercy) but 
vpon many hundred thouſands of her poſteritic. So A- 


chan thought ita part of wildometo take vp the Babylonſh loſhua 7. 


garment and the wedge of gold that lay in his way : hee 
mightthereby (as hee imagined) inrich himſelfe, and the 
matter ncuer bee knowen : but was not that the rujne of 
himſclfe and his houſhold ? In likemanner /eroboam clice- 
med ita wiſc andſafe way for him to ſet vp the Caliner,that 
the people might worſhip at Da» and Bethel, and ſo not 
fall from him, to10inc againe to the houſe of Daxid : hee 
accounted this a ſurer courſe to eſtabliſh his throne, then 
for him to reſt on Gods promiſe : but did hee not get ex- 
ceedingdiſhonour and vtterruine heereby ? in ſo much 
that when the Lord will ſcrfoorth a notable reprobate and 
frebrand of hell, he doth deſcribe him by this, that hee 
he was like [cr#boams the ſonne of Nebat, that made /ſraet - 
toſinne : and whereas hee hoped by this meanes to ſet vp 
himſelfe and hisſced for cuer, he cauſed themthrough his 


fkancsto be ſweptaway asdung from the face of the earth, 
The 


Reaſon, 


Vſer, 


Pſal, 119. 98, 
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Thelike may be ſaid of Abab in taking away Nabetbr yine. 
yard, And thismuſt needs be fo, that the greateſt linners 
arethe verieſt fools, becauſc in linning they forſake the 
wiſdome of God,and follow the direction of fleſh & bload, 
It isnoted ava point of great folly and indiſcretion in Re- 
hoaboam, that he would forlake the good counſell of the old 
men, and follow the raſh aduice of yoong men : and are 
not they then egregious fooles indeed , thar Jeaue the 
counſel! of the wiſe God, and follow the aduice of Satan, 
his and their ytter enemic ? Wee would cltecme ita great 
madnelle, if we ſhould ſee a man, his barnes bcing full of 
corne, to ſet fire on the thatch, and to ſit by and laugh to 
behold all turned into a flame: and yet certainly this is not 
ſo great a madnefſeas for one to fire his ſoule with linne: 
for all the friends and meanes thatthe world affoordeth 
cannot quench this flame, nor recouer this lolfe, as they 
may the other : and therefore they arcthe fooles of the 
world, that arethe ſinners of the world : and there is no 
ſuch frenſic , as for a man to proucke his Creator : and 
whatſocuer applauſe wicked perſons haue for a ſeaſon, yet 
at length all the world ſhall ſce, and they themſclues ſhall 
feele, that they haue beene notorious fooles: ler.17.11. 
This ſcructh for inſtruRtion, that if wee would not bee 
branded with the name of fooles and Idiots, webe carefull 
to cſchew all manner of linnes : and on the contrary, if we 
would be truly wile,let vs cleaue vntothe Lord in conſtant 
and faithful obedicnce:that was the reaſon why Daaid was 
wiſer then his enemies, then his teachers, then the aged becanſe 
he kept Gods Statutes. What made thoſe in the Goſpell to 
be fooliſh Virgins, but this, that they madenot prouiſion 
for ctcrnall life ? And what madethe other fiue to be in- 
deed wiſe, but that their hearts and liues were adorned and 
beautified with grace and goodnelle ? Achitophel was a 
deepe politician ; yet becauſe he was deſtitute of heauenly 
wiſdome, he ſhewed himſelfe to bee but a miſerable baſe 
foole : for when he had no meancs to helpe himlelfe, hee 
went 


_—_ 
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went and hanged himſelfe : ifone had ſtudiedan hundred 
yeeres, hee could hardly hauc foundout areadier way to 
manifelt his notablefolly, then hee tooke in that horrible 
murdering of himſclfe, 

Verſe 1 3, Wilt thou that ſenen yeeres famme come pon the 
Lond? cc. 


Heere conch an obicion to be anſwered, It is ſaid, Obiet?, 


1.Cor,11.31. thatif we indge owr ſelues, we ſhallnot be inaged 
of the Lord : how cometh it to patle then in this place, 
that Dawid confclling his fault, aggravating it, and aſ- 
king pardon for it, hath notwithſtanding ſuch aheauie 
iudgement denounced againſt him, as the famine, or the 
ſword, or the peſtilence ? 


I- Thoughſuchas iudge themſclues,ſhall not be iudg- Anſwer, 


ed, yet mult they be cured : and that was Daxids calc here: 
this ſtroke was notlaid vpon him in wrath, butin fauour : 
hee had ſet vpon a good worke, cuen the pulling downe of 
his pride, and by this mcanes the Lord furthered him in 
that good worke, and made aſpecdier way for abundance 
of grace, which wasafter beſtowed ypon him, 

2. Againc, the people were not ſo reformed as they 
ſhould be at this time, and therefore God in this plague 
dothaimeat their humbling, thruſting Dawid out of the 
gappe (as itwere) who had formerly by hispraicrs and 
tcares ſtood inthe breach, to keepe off the Lords wrath 
from them, ſo thatall this while being intangled with his 
owne matters, he could not ſofrecly deale for them. 

Now in that David mult hauc ſuch a ſharpe coraſiue to 
conſume that proud fleſh that had growen about his hart, 
by reaſon of his mightyforces, and the largenelle of his 
dominions, the Dotrincis, that 


It isa wonderfull hard thingto take downe the pride of DoF. 6. 
mans heart : it is noſinall affliction that will doc it, as is Itis hardto 
plaine /ob 33.14. &c, where is at large ſhewed, that God y+ beat downe 
ſeth all means, againe and againe, and yet men will not 93s pride, 


profit thereby ; then hee findes outthe cauſe of it to bee 
D pride, 


Pſalm.,3o.6.7. 


Veile 9. 


2a.Cor.12. 
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pride, ver; 17, and ſolaicth correGionsvpon them ſute. 
ablethercunto, ſmiting thens with ſorrow vpon their beds, /z 
that the griefe of their boner; ſore: pinching them with grie. 
uous lickneiles and diſcaſes, and making their bones toclar. 
ter, ſo that their ſouler draw neere to the grane, and their life 
zo the burters, Now when theſe or the like wofvull diſtreſles 
hauztamecd and maſteredtheir vnruly affetions,then doe 
they begin to bee ſomewhat more traftable : and whereas 
neither dreames,nor vilions, nor any of Godsordinances 
would docany good vpon them before, after that, if God 
ſead vnto them a meſſenger or /nterpreter one of a thouſand, 
they will begin to hearken vnto them, and to learne how 
they may obtaine mercie and reconciliation with God, 
that they deſcend not into the pitof deſtrution. Further 
we may obſerue what a great dealc of woe Dawid ſuſtained 
by reaſon of the hautincile of his heart, and his carthly 
confidence (which isa (igne thereof ) when he thought hy 
monuntaine ſo ſtrong, that he (bouldnexer be mooned : tor God 
turned away his face from bim, and he was troubled, and cuen 
ready to goedowne intothe pit, and to deſcend vnto the duſt, 
&c. Neither did God miniſter vnto him a ſtronger purga- 
tion then hee needed : buthis-pride required fullas much 
afflition as the Lord laid vpon him. The like may bee 
ſcene in Pawl; who albeit (as we might conceiue\) hauing 
beene continually exerciſed with ſo many and great affli- 
ions, had no great need of further humbling, yet had 
he Satan turned looſe vpon him, to buffet him,and to beat 
him blacke and blew as it were, that ſo hee might not bee 
lifted vp with the multitude and exccllencie of the reue» 
lations that he had, He had beene in the third heauen,and 
was induced with exceeding rare gifts : and the Lordknew, 
thatif he were not taken "cn, would be very conce!- 


' eedof himſelfe, and then all had beene loft : hee would be 


vnfitto receiue or doe good, altogether ſo vnprofitable & 
vnfruitfull, and rob God of his honour, and men of their 
duc: and therefore, to prevent this, he giucth Satan liber- 

tic 
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tie to worke vpon his originall corruption, and to exerciſe 
Fi, him with ftrange temprations, which was aſpeciall preſer- 
= " IF uative againſt pride and loftineile of minde, 
i life Inſtruftion, that we thould often and earneſtly labour 7; x, 
_ with the Lord to purge our hearts fromall vaine conceit 
pou of onr (clues, and from all (clfe-loue; and withall vic theſe 


_ remedies againſt it : | 

ſos Firlt, often to ſearch and trie our hearts by theword, Remedies ©. 

God that ſo we may ſee our owne vilenelle, For none are lifted gainſt pride. 

and vp, butſuch as doc notknow themſclues : for if wee con- 1 
& ſidered aright, whence and why we haucall, it would take 

od downe all chat foolith conceitednelle that is naturally in- 

the grafted in vs, For if cucry good thing proceed from the 

ned Lord, the glory multneeds belong whollyco him : andif 

hi euery goud gift bc beſtowed on vstor the profit of others, 

Wa thenthe better we arc gifted, the more are wee indebted : 

God and where is there left any place for pride then ? Let vs 

_ therefore often and carne(tly mcditate that we areno more 

of worthy ofany bleſfing of God, then the vileſt creature in 
_ the world; and that hot our goodnelle, but Gods goodnes 

b js the cauſe tat wee goe beyond others in any gift. And 2 
ol further, let vs weigh with our ſclues, that albeit wee excell 

. others in ſome things, yet they goe before vsin ſome 0- 

a ther, Say thou halt a better goucrnment of thy tongue 

id then many of thy neighbours: docſt thounotrun ouer in 

ae couctoulneſſe more then they doe ? Suppoſe thou haſt a 

* better gift of chaſtitie then another : doth not hee offend 

na in wrathfulneileleſle then thy (clfe ? And the like might 

d beſaid in other particulars, Let vs conlider our owne i!l 

þ and others good,andit will much take downe the fvelling 

'q of our hearts, 


: Another preſcruatiue againſtthat ſine, is, to take great, 
þ heed vnto our owne hearts, that wedoe not ſtay ypon any 
, earthly helpe : this 1s preſcribed by the Apolltle, r. 7wm.6, 
[ 17. Charge them that bee rich in this world, that they bee not 


high minded, But how may they bekept from it ?The next 
D 2 words 
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words doe ſhew vs how: and that they truſt not in vntertaine 
richer, bat in the liumg God, &c, the more we truſt in God, 
the more humble we (hall be : and the more wee relic on 
him,the more ſhall we renounce our owne wit,and power, 
and {trength : finding thatwee haue,nothing in and from 
our {clucs, that we may haue all in and from the Lord :but 
the morecarthly confidence we haue, the more proud we 
ſhall be : and when pride commeth, then commeth woe 
and ſhame, 

A fourth meanes againſt it,is,to be content to beare ad- 
monition : that was Daxids remediec : when hee would not 
humble himſelfe, the Lord in mercy ſent Nathan vnto 
him, that he might wiſcly and faithfully admoniſh and re- 

roouc him for his grieuous linnes,and that wasa precious 
Lats vnto him : it pierced his heart, and wounded his 
ſoule, & was a meanes to bring himto that humility which 
he had formerly loſt in a great part. Andthisis aſure thing, 
that ſuch as will not checke their owne ſoules , nor deſire 
the admonitions of Gods ſeruants,ſhall liue and dicin their 
pride, and vndergoe the puniſhment that belongeth to 
proud perſons. 

Verſe 12, 1 offer thee three things: chuſe thee which of them 
Iſhall doe wnts thee, 

In thatthe Lord putteth him to this choice when he be- 
gan in good carneſt to humble himſclfe, the doctrine is, 


that 
DoF. 7. The more ſpeedily we iudge our ſelues, the more merci- 
Speedy iudg- fully the Lord will deale with vs. 
ing of our This weſce prouecd in this text,where God dealeth with 


ſelues pro- 


cures fauour, DA#dasa father with his owneſonne : Firlt, letting him 


chuſe his owne rod, when of neceſſitic hee muſt be corre- 

: + begtcd : Secondly, he giueth him warning before hand, that 
6c y *the plague might not vucrtake him on aſudden, which 
thispoint would wonderfully haue diſcomforted him : Thirdly, hee 
was briefly telleth him how long it ſhould continue, ſo that hee was 
bandlsd  ſurethreedaics would be the longeſt. Which ſeructh Gl 
or 


4 ii; 
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for ſingular comfort vnto Gods children that doe bewaile Ye 1, 


their finnes, and paſſe ſentence vpon themſelues as well as 
they can : if they goe thorow with that worke, the Lord 
will giue them a comfortableand (j peely dehuerance : or 
if it be requiſite that they ſhould feele Gods hand vpon 

em or theirsin any more gricuous manner, yetthe Lord 
will deale with them in ſome fort as hedid heere with Da- 
vid : for firlt they ſhall haue warning thereof before hand, 
and ſo be better prepared andarmedforit, And further, if 
they (triuc to humbletheir hearts before the Lord, though 
they hauc not thechoice of their particular ſcourge, yer it 
ſhall be as well with them in ette&t : for although at firſt 
they thinke the rod veryſmart, and cucryblowtrwo, yet 
when they arc growen to bee ſtronger men in Chriſt, they 
ſhall be driuen to confelle, that if they had choſen their 
owne rods, there could haue beene none in the world (o 
fit for them as thoſe wherewith the Lord hath ſcourged 
them ; So that they ſhall bee able not only to ſay with the 
Prophet, 1t is good for me that [have been afſlified; but good 
for me thatI was whipped withtheſe & theſe rods, yeaand 
that I recciued thus many ſtrokes fromthe Lords merci- 
full hand, No crolle could haue beene inuented to do me 
more good, then pouerty, or diſgrace, orill neighbours, 
or any the like, according as Gods ſcruants are Local 
tried, If God ſhould haue put it to Abrahams and lacebs 
choice, they would rather haue parted with any outward 
thing ; then with their children, that were as deere vnto 
them as thcir life : but when they ſaw Gods endintrying 
them that way, when Iſaac was ſpared, and Joſeph aduan- 
ccd, and madean inſtrument of humbling his boiſterous 
brerhren, and of relecuing his father and all his familie,be- 
ſides many others,then they mult needs acknowledge that 
it was fitteſt for them to bee crolled in their children, and 
that Gods waics arc the belt, whatſocucr we may judge of 
them for awhile. 


Sccondly, heere ismatter of terrour ynto all yngodly 7+ 2, 
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men that will not beper{waded to iudge themſclues:looke 
what judgement will moſt vex,and [ling,and torment,and 
euen kill their ſoules, that let them make account of, If 
Hamas might hauc beene the chuler, of all other milcrics 
he would nor haue choſen that which befell him : to wit, 
thatAZordecas hiscnemy ſhould be aduanced and honoup 
red, andthat by himſelfe, who did beare him ſuch deadly 
hatred for that he could not obtainc honorand reuerence 
from him : what an horrible torment mult thisneeds bee 
vnto his heart, that Mordecainow ſhould ride,and hee goe 
by him on foot? that now he mult bow the knee to Mor- 
decai, that would (o fainec hauc had Aſordecas todo it to 
him? that the gallowes that was by him prepared for Aor- 
decai, mult now fcruc for himſelfe ? &c. This muſtneeds 
be an exceeding torture vnto him : and this ſhall bcfall 
all impenitent ſinners : What they are moſt loth to vnder- 
goe, thatſhall light vpon them, and that at vnawarcs when 
they leaſt thinke of it, and ſhall continue with them, and 
neuer leauc them till it haue cither turned them vato God, 
or brought them vnto hell, the place of all ſuchreprobate 
ſinners. And that we may apply this tothe preſent occalie 
on, arc there not many that are horribly afraid of the pe- 
ſilence ? yeafarre more then they are of finne which brin- 
geth it : in ſo much that they abſent themſelues from Ser- 


mons, and from publike praiers, leſt they ſhould bee infe- ® 


Qed, Arc therenot very many (I ſay) that are pollelled 
with ſuch feares ? Let themlooke to it : for of all-other 
ſtrokes the peltilence is likely to fall ypon them: if it were 
a [word inthe hand of the Pope, or of Satan, then it ſtood 
them vpon to beware of Gods ordinances : but (ecing 
nonebut Atheiſts will deny butit is ordered by Gods 0+ 
ver-ruling hand, they take a bad courſe to eſcape his 
ſtroke : for where can they hide themſelues, but hee will 
finde them out ? And whither can they flee from his all- 
{ecing preſence ? 

He can takeaway the infeRion whereit is , and bring it 
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eucri in a moment whercit is not:and therefore goe where 
they can,they goe in continuall danger: for where is the 
ſword of God molt likely toſmite, bur where hee is moſt 
diſpleaſed ? & where is he molt diſpleaſed, but where there 
is moſt prophaneneſlc, & greateſt contempt of the meanes 
of (aluation? therefore ifthey would eſcape, letthem fall 
downe before the Lord,and humble themſclues as Da- 
wd did : and not bee ſo much afraid of their nejghbours 
that haue the plague,as of linne that brings the plague:and 
runnenot ſo much from the occalion of this ſicknelle 
(though all good care mult bee had chatway) asfrom the 
cauſe: which if we can doe,then either God will ſpare vs, 
and exempt vs from This ſtroke ,or elſe giuevs comfort 
ynder it anddcliuerance from it bylife or death : making 
ita mcancs vtterly to kill original ſinne,which all his ordi- 
nances could but onely weaken: and whowould bee afraid 
of ſuch a curc?what child of God would not be more glad 
toliton a throne in heauen(though hee bee called thereto 
by a boyſlerous mellenger)than to beina priſon heere on 
carth? to be where he ſhall be quite freed from (in and for- 
row andtemptation, and haueall happineſſeabouc 
that which his hcart can delire,rather than to 
be continually turmoyled heere in the 
world,and cucry day to 
taſte ofnew tri» 
bulations, 


The end of the firſt Sermon. 
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Verſe 14. ArdDauid ſardontoGad, Jam inawenderful i "nt 
| Sb vs fall now into tbe hand of the Lord, ( for his mercies * 
re great )and let mee not fallintothe hand of man, 

Verſe 15, So the Lord (ent a peſtilence in Iſrael, from the viol 
morning,euen to the time appointed: andthere died of the pes. 
ple from Dan to Beer-ſheba ſeventy thouſand men, 

Verſe 16. Andwhen the Angel! ftretched ont his hand »y- len 
0» Jeruſalem,the Lord repemtedof the enill ; and ſaid to the clat 
Angell that deſtroyed the people, It i ſufficient, hold now thh il "5 


band,chc, rov 
Verſe 17, AndDauid ſpake vnto the Lord e+e, = 
on 


I —_— — EE haucalrcady heard of David: (inne = 
Y ,, Yd innumbring of the people,of his hu- ll © h 
PAL miliation, confcſlion , and craving of Fl ** 


94 pardon for theſame : allo of the mel- 
/ 1 ſage that was brought vnto him by h 
<A. Gad; what offer the Lord made him, _ 


namely,that ha ſhould haue the choice 


of his owne rodde : the ſentence wasalready paſt, and 
ſome one of the three iudgements mentioned verle 13, 
mult needeslight vpon the land : yet would God vic as 
much mildnetlc as mightbee, and therefore hee referres oe 
the matter vnto him,and biddeth him conſider,and detere 
mine which of them he would molt willingly vadergoe. 

Now 
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Now follow the cuents that enſued both vpon the ſinne 
that Dawmid committed, and the metlage that God for the 
kme directed vato him, 

The firlt whereof was the great diſtreiſe wherewith hee 
yas perplexed, which he bemoned to the Prophet,telling 
him that he was #n« wonderfull ſtrait, Verſe 14. 

Theſecond was the choice that hee made, abſolutely 
palſing our the famine, without ſo much as {peaking of 
it, as knowing it to be incomparably theſharpeſt ſcourge 
of the three : (for the Scriptureſaith, tha chey that are 
ſaine by the ſword, are better then they which are killed Lamens, | 
with hunger) and rather alſo ſubmitting himſelfe to the 

Rilence,which was moreimmediatly theſword of God, 

_ whom he expeted mercy and fauour, then to the 
violence and (word of man : inwhom whatelſe in ſuch a 
cale is to be found, but cruelty and fiercenetle? 

The third was the execution of that plague ofthe peſti- Verſe 15, 
lence, which he had ycelded himſelfe vnto : which is de- 
clared as well by the manner, as the miniſter of it ; it be- 
ing in ſo ſhort atime,as in three daies ſpace, diſperſed tho- 
row thewhole Land from North to South, and (though 
not atfirmed, yer implicd)from Ealt to Weſt, Jeruſalem 
onely excepted, as may appeare by the circumſtance of 
the text : and inthistime Cnctty thouſand being defiroi- 

e&d : which ſtroke was inflicted by the hand ofan Angell, 
whom God had thereunto appointed, as miniſter and cx- 
ecutioner of the ſame, 

The laſt was, the ccaling and ſtay of this plague, cuen Verſe 16. 
then when the ſtroke was lighting vpon erwſalemto hauc 
deſtroicdit. And heercof arc alſigned two cauſes: the one, 
and thatthe principall, wasthe Commandement of God: 
to whom(for our better apprehenſion of hisprouidence) 
isaſcribed an humane paſſion of repentance : which pro- 
perly befalleth not him,becauſe he cannot but doe cuery 
thing abſolutely well, nor poſſibly at anytime bee weary 
of well-doing : neitheris he ſubiect to perturbations, be- 

E caulc 
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cauſe heisfree fromall manner of corruptions: : But hee 
is (aid torepent,when he with-holdeth chat which he con- 
ditionally promiſcth, or threatneth, or delilteth from 


that which he had began todo, lithence men many timeg* 


breakeoff their proceedings, with diſlike of the begin. 
ningsthereof,and their not doing of that whichthey Kid, 
argueth commonly that they are ſorry for ſaying that 
which now they minde not to doe. 

The other caulc,yct of an inferiour nature,and movent 
(as we call i , was thepraicr of Dauid, whereby hee obtai. 
ned the preſcruation of /eraſalem,and the reſt of the peo 
ple : and heerein he offcreth himſelfe to. be ſmitten, that 
they might be ſpared, with acknowledgement that he was 
the offender, and they inthis matter altogether innocent, 

Verſe 14. And Danidſaid, I amin awonderfullſtrait,| 

The doQtrinethat hence ariſcth is plaine : viz.that 

Sinne brings men into great diltrelles, and into mar- 
uellous (traits. 

Itisthe proper nature of wickednelle,to encomber and 
calt men into perplexities:neither will God ſpare his own 
people, when they take liberty in prouoking his majeſty; 
but either they ſhall bee ſtraitnedin their owne hearts, or 
el{c in regardof outward calamitics,or both : and though 
the Lord willnot condemae them, yet wil he afflit them, 
Tehoſhaphat was (ofooliſh, that he& would make afiinitie 
with Ahab : and lcſt hee ſhould breake off that league of 
friendſhip that was betweene them, hee would aduenture 
(contrary to theexpretſeword of the Lord)to goe again(t 
Ramoth Gilead to battle with him : now was not hee in an 
excecding great ſtrait, when the maineforce ofthe battle 
was bent again(t him, being ſuppoſed to bee the King of 
Tract, concerning whom a command was. giuen to the 
Captainesby the King of Aram that they ſhould fight 4- 
$4inſt none, neuher ſmall nor great but only againſt the King of 
[ſrael ? Yet would not Jehoſbaphat take warning by this: 


but after that he had beene rebuked by Jebuthe Prophet, 
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for helping the wicked, and loning them that hated the Lord, 1 King. 3. 


hee yet ioined with /ehoram the King of 1/rae! againſt the 
King of Afoab : but was his(uccelle any better then be 
fore? No ſurcly:for howſocuer they had the viRtory ouer 
the Moabites with much difhcultic, yet before that was 
effected, he was ina greater (trait, then when hee went a- 
gain(t Ramorh Gilead : for there his owne perſon onely 
was cndangerd : but heere both hee and his people, toge- 
ther with two Kings and theirarmics beſides, were like to 

criſh for want of water. A further proof of this point we 
can in 7onab, who diſcourſing with his owne reaſon, 
thought it would bee to no purpoſe, but very dangerous 
for him to goc to preach at Niniae, and therefore refuſed 
to yeeld to the Commandement of the Lord. But what 
woful diftrelTedid this diſobedience bring him into,when 
being in that ſore tempeſt, the ſea did roarc, his conſci- | 
ence accuſe him, men were againſt him, God was againſt 
him, and there was no way for him, buttobethrowen in- 
tothe ſea, and thereto remaine three dates & three nights 
in the belly of a whale? The like may be ſeenc in Seepſon, 


who being carried with boiſtcrousluſts,and immoderate- 1ygges 16. 


lic and(infullic affcing that vile [trumpet De/1iab,could 
hide nothing from her,but diſcouered vnto her very foo- 
liſhly wherein his great ſtrength lay, namely in his baire: 
and ſo that being cut off,as a recompence ofhis folly and 
finfull dealing, he was betraicd into the hands of his moſt 
deadly cnemicsthe Bhiliftims,who puld out both hiscics, 
bound him in fetters , made him grinde in the priſon 
houſe,and befides made hima laughingſtockevnto thoſe 
into whom he had formerly ſtricken a great terrour and 
amazement by his admirable valour, and the ſtrange en- 
terpriſes atchicued by him. Thus we may in part perceiue 
into whatnarrow ſtraits finnedoth bring Gods own chil- 
dren : but this is eſpecially verified inwicked men , of 


whom itis ſaid, that thornes and ſnares are in the way of the Prouz1.s. 


fronard :. they arc hedged in with thornes, and all their 
E 2 walkc 
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walkeisvpon brakes : they run tohelt with great vexati. 
on:they arc intanglcd in ſnarcs continually,and are neucr 
out of them : they are caught in Satans net, and held faſt 
by hardnelle of heart, which neuer lcaues them till cither 
conucrlion, or ytrer confulion doe befall them. 

But this will more fully appearc in particular ſinnes: as 
firitto giue inſtance in drunkards, whoſe appetitedoth 
prouoke them vntothat bealtly abuſe of Gods good cre- 
atures: the wine delights thcir cic,and plcaſeth their taſte, 
and goeth downe merily : but in the end it will bite like 4 
Serpent, and hurt like a cockatrice : for towhom is woe ? 10 
whom us ſorrow ? &c. Enen tothem that tarrie long at the wine, 
to them that goe and ſerke mixt wine : for they ruinate and 
oucrthrow their eſtatc,they blemiſh & ſtaine their names, 
make their wiucs to fall out with them , their children to 
contemnethem,their companions toquarrell with them, 
thcir belt friends to loath them: and after all this they are 
a burden vato themſclucs, having their wits crackt, and 
their bodicsdiſcaled, and being fit forno place, butonly 
for hcll. | 

The ſame may bee (aid of proud men : dpth nottheir 
ſinnc throw them into great miſery ? Let vs cenlider alit- 
tle of Hamans tall, which was procured by his inſolencic. 
God knew what crotle would moſt vex his proud heart, 
and that hee fenthim : for whereas all Hemers honour 
could.doe him no good, vnletlc Afordecai woult rife vp 
beforc him, and doc him reucrence, that wasa thorne vn- 
to him,when:he could not make him doc it : but when he 
mult honour Afordecas,andbe as 3 ſeruant vnto him,that 

narc vnto his ſoule, and therein was hee held faſt, 
with horrible vexation and monſtrous ſhame, till death 
and. damnationſciled vponhim, 

The like may beeſceneimriotous and voluptuous per- 
ſans,who are wholly addifted to follow fporning, wy ga- 
ming, and furfetting, and chambering, and'wantonnelle, 
with.ſuch, ike Gatull  delights.of the fleſk : the _ 
thinkes 


miſery cnough behinde, that (till 
length will oucrtake them : for hes 
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thinkes that ſuch live a mery life : butiudgenottoo well 
of themzthey haue notpaid all rheir ſhot as yet: they haue 


pr them , and at 
at lones paſtime,ſhall be Pro1-17, 


4 pcore man ; and hee that loues wine and oile hall not bee rich: 


and 4 whore wall bring 4 man to 4 morſell of bread : pouertic Pro.6.36. 


ſhall follow at the heeles of ſuch, as a ſwift Poſt, and ſhall 
ſctypon them as a{trong armed man : they ſhall be ouer- 
comeand vanquiſhed, and downe ſhall their cſtate goe, 


cucn tothe ground. 


Another inſtance may bee in couctous perſons, who 
hauc wealth in wonderfull admiration, ſo that it is made 
the common god,and molt vſuall [doll of the world: and 
when they haue gotten it, they and many others thinke 
they ſhall haue great creditwith it : and many times it ſo 
fals out, that they are men of great place, becauſe they 
arc of greatſubſtance : they haue many to attend vpon 
them, many to flatter them, and to crouch vnto them, 
and by their riches they may procure almoſt what they 
liſt : doth not this now ſcemeto be an ealie,a pleafant,and 


happy life? Yet the Apoſtle telleth vs, that they rhar willbe 1. Tim6,9.10 


rich, fallinto tentation, and ſnares, andinto many fooliſh and 
wotſome luſts, which drowne men in perdition and deſtruttion : 
ſo that when wealth (together with the loue of it) lowes 
in oncucry (ide, men areas it were caſtheadlong into a 
ſcaof miſeric ; and therefore it isadded, that the defire of 
wony is the root of all exillifor it doth not only poiſon mens 
hearts, make them erre from the taith,and bring them in- 
to the ſnares of the diuell, to belead by himaccording to 
his will ; but i piercerh chem therow with many ſorrowes: tor 
greedy worldlings are cuerdiſcontentedand froward, fal- 
ling out with one,and chafing with another: ({o that thoſe 
things which ſceme to glad their hearts, doe not in feed 
bring them any ſound contentment, becauſe their deſires 
can neuer belatisfied, butcſpecially becauſe they arc of- 
ten times muchcrotled : as when their ſheepe or cattle 
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miſcarrie,their grounds prooucyntfruitfull,their ſeruants 
vatruſty, thecucs ſet vpon them by violenceto iow 
themoftheir goods, or ſubtill aduecrfarics by craftlecke 
to defraud them of the ſame, with many ſuch like occur» 
rences, which will ncither let them reſt quietly in the 
night, norliuc comfortably inthe day: and the hearts of 
{uch couctous perſons cantell them, that many times all 
other things doc them no good, lithence they cannot 
hauc ſome one thing which they would, as the caſc ſtood 
with wicked Abab in the matter of Naboths vineyard, 

But ſuppolc, that theſe and the like ſinnes ſhould not 
bring men into ſnares in their life time, yet at the time 
of their death when they mult goe out of the world, they 
will : for what hope hath the hypocritewhen God ſhall 
take away his life ? though he haue heaped vp riches as 
the dult, yct when God ſhall vnſheath his ſoule, and put 
it violently from his body as a ruſtic ſword out of the 
{cabberd, what good will all his {ſubſtance doc him then? 
It was his hope while he liued, that he ſhould ſtil get more 
wealth : but when death ſets vpon him, hee is paſt that 
hope, and for better hopes hee hath none, and therefore 
mult needes befull of woe, and full of perplexiric. Then 
though be call vpon God, hemill not anſwer : and though he ſeeks 
hmearly, he ſhall not finde him : but God will laugh at bu de- 
ſtruttion, and mocke when his feare commeth. Becauſe God 
Called, and be refuſed; beſtretched out bis hand, andbewould 
not regard ; therefore when he cricth, the Lord will ſhut 
out hjs praier, 

Butſcethecaſethey bee not in ſuch perplexitic at the 
time of their death, but thatthey die (ccurely, and- goe 
ſuddenly downe tothe graue as ſenſleiſe blocks,or ſtones, 
yet mult they come before the iudgement ſeat of Chriſt, 
and then they ſhall be pajd homefor all. Ordinarily they 
meet with extremity of anguiſh while they liue, or when 
they dic : but if they doe not, they ſhall not mille of it 
when they appeare before the Iudge of heauen and earth; 
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but tribulation and anguiſh ſhall be vpon every (oule that 
bath ottended, of what eſtate and degree ſocuer hee hath 
beene. Then their diſtreiſe and horrour ſhall be ſuch, that 
when they ariſe outof their graues, they (hall wiſh-ro- re- 
turne thitheragaine : yea they ſhall deljre that rhe mowne 
taines and rockes might fall vpon them, and tower them from 
bim that ſitteth on the thr one, & from the wrath of the Lambe, 
Then they would thinke no pains nor torment too much 
ſo they right periſh cuerlaltingly : they could rather 
dclirc thatan huge rock or great mountaine might cruſh 
them inpeeces, and thatthey might periſh as bealts,then 
to appeare before Chriſt Icſus to receive that fearetull 
lentence, Goe ye curſed, &c. 

Firſt, for inſtruRtion : that wee ſhould beware of all 
kinds of finne, and con(ider what will come of it, before 
we preſume to ruſh ypon it : let vs looke before we leape, 
leſt afterwards we repent vs when it is to late, Sinne will 
make goodly ſhewes of delight,and preterment,and com- 
moditie thatit wil bring vatovs:that if we wil giueenters= 
tainementthereunto, it will neuer bee a meanes of any 
diſgrace vnto vs, but will hide it felfe from the view of 
the world, But what doth.the Lord ſay of it ? Doth not 
he tell vs that it will breake out,and flieabroad at length? 
The adultcrer would haue his wretched pleaſure, but not 


Row,2, 


Fſer, 


the iuſt reproch of his filthinelle. But what ſaith Job? Are 1g) zr, z. 


there not trange puniſoment s for ſuch workers of miyguity? And 
though they may hide it from the cies of men, doth not 
God behold their waies, and tell all their ſteps? If Adam and 
Exe had conſidered what miſchicfe would haue enſued on 
theireating of the forbidden fruit,they would never haue 


Verſe 4, 


talked thereof : but when they would belecue the ſerpent 


rather \then God, did notthey, and ſhall not-their po« 


ſteritiefor cuecr ſmart for it? 
The Prophet Aficaieb bid Abab take heede ot his ivur- 


ney toRameth Gilead: yethe would hauc his owne mind, . 


lctche prophet ay what he would : but.when the arrow 
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was ſhot into his (ide, then heſaw that Aicaiahs counſell 
had been worth the following : but then it was too late, 
and ſuch isthe folly & madnetlſe of molt men; they muſt 
haue their own wils, and their own waies,and will neuer 
hearken to thoſe inſtruftions that arc giuen them either 
by God, or by godly men, till miſery haucouerwhelmed 
their ſoules, and they be paſtrecouecrie, But let their fol- 
lic tcach vs to be wiſer, and let vs take heede of Satans 
baites, and of his ſugred poiſon : hee will make vs pro 
fers (as hee did vnto our Sauiour) of maruellous great 
honour, and pleaſure, and gaine that may bee gotren by 
ſuchand ſuch (innefull courſes : but ler vs neuer giue 
creditynto him, fc r he 18a lyar from the beginning : bur, 
Secondly,if we haue harkned too far vnto him aſread Y, 
and hauc fallen by our iniquitic, let vs with all poſſible 
ſpcede get out of that which holds vs in bondage, and 
wrappeth vs in miſcric, and chaineth vs in many ſor- 
rowesand calamitics ;zlctvs get ſound repentance for it, 
and ſtriuefor a reformation of it: letnotlinne keepe pol- 
ſcſſionin vs, and then iudgements ſhall not long conti- 
nuevponvs. Heethat hath committed any grolle finne 
1s a$it werea priſoner : according to that of Salomon, His 
owne wickedneſſe ſhall take the withed hiw;ſeife, and hee ſpall 
bee holden with the cords of his owne ſinne, There is a judici- 
all proceeding againſt him : ſinne commeth asan officer, 
and chargeththe partie to ſtand : then it apprehendeth 
him, andbindeth him hand and foot asa malcfaRor: 
(itſparcth not the mightielt Monarch in the world, that 
isfofid guilty before the Lord)after there isa proceeding 
vnto arraignment and execution, if there benot meancs 
vſcd to ſtay the ſame : therfore Ict vs getout of the fet- 
ters of iniquitic asſoone as wee can * and if wee find ter- 
rors ypon our hearts for our couctoulneſle and crueltic, 
for our pride andinfolencie, for our filthine(le and im+ 
purity &c, let vs labour with God for the obtaining of 
a pardon: and then though wee be plagued for our fou« 
liſhnelle, 
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liſhneſſe, and brought very .lowe, yet crying vnto the 
Lord, hee will. deliuer vsout of our diſtreile : yea he will Pl. 107, 
bring v1 out of darkyeſſe, and out of the ſhadow of drath, and | 
breake our bands aſunder, / 
Heere is alſo matter of comfort to them that procced Y/+ 3. 
in the waics of the Lord with a good conſcience, whoſe 
workes docteltific forthem that they are vprightand (in- 
ccre, giuing entertainement to no linne atall : though 
they hauc many troublesand ſlanders raiſed againſt them 
and many wants and neeſlitics lying vpon them, yet let 
them bee of good cheere : for albeit they be afflited on 
cucry (ide, yt ſhall they not bee in diſtreſle, they are not 2.Cor.4,8. 
ſiraitned, but haue cIlbowroome cnough and;doe cnioy 
thebeſt freedome and liberty. For they may/come into 
Gods priuic chamber (as it were) and into his preſence 
when they will : and therefore of all other, they arcthe L 
moſt happic people. 
Let v1 fall now intothe hand of the Lord) Thatis, Let God 
proceed with the peſtilence according to his pleaſure : 
which is called Gedsſwordand Gods hand, becauſe this 
peſtilence procceded immediatly from him, without any 
ſecond cauſes, whereas many other iudgements doe not 
ſo. Inthat he maketh choice to fall into Gods hand, the 
Dodrine is, that 
Gods ſcruants neuer findeſo great fauouras with God Doi, 2. 
hing(clfe. The godly 
None can deale ſo fauourably with Gads children as finde greateſt 
their heauenly Father. Gon ”m_ 
Hee gocthas farre beyond carthly parents, asGod is 
better then man. They, when they are prouoked, doc of 
ten times ccaſe to be mercifull : but God,when heis moſt 
incenſed, is perfelyfauourable; and when hee isdriuen 
tochaſtiſe his children, heis exceeding moderate, Which 
isliucly cxpretſed Heſ.11.8, where the Lordſpeakethin 
this manner : How ſhall I gine thee vp Epbrains ? How ſpall], - 
deliner thee Iſrael ? How foal I make thee.as Admab ? How, * | 
F ſpall 


Hoſ.6.1, 


Vſe1., 


24 The.fecond Sermon: 


ſhalt I ſet thee as Zeboim ? Avif heſhould have told them, 
You hauedcfcrued to be vtterly deſtrofed, as Sodome and 
Gomorrah, and the Citicsnecreadioining : but my com- 
paſſion that I beare towards you will not ſutfer me to doe 
it : Mine beart is turned within me : my repentings are roled 
rogerber. Man repents after he hath done amitle,but God 
before, fo that hecan neuer doe amille : and therefore to 
manife(t his infinite goodnetle, and care for their preſer- 
uation, headdeth, verſe g, / will not execute the fierceneſſe 
of my wrath : 1 will not retwrne to deſtroy Ephraim : and the 
reaſon is added, for I am God, andnot man : and therefore 
thougha man, if heewere ſo provoked, would haue done 
his beſt vtrerly to hauc ſpoiled them, yet the Lord would 
not cnter into their Citie,viz.for that end,bur deale grati- 
ouſlic with them notwithſtanding all their offenſes, 

Moreouer, carthly parcats, when they ſetvpon corre- 
ion with belt ſtaicdnetſe, doc want knowledge and diſ- 
cretion, and therefore giuetheir children too little or too 
much: butthe Lord 18 of ſuch infinite wiſdome, that hee 
cucr proportioneth his chaſftiſements to the need of the 
partic, andthenatureofthe fault. 

Againc,carthly parents,when they haue laid on ſtripes, 
cannot take them off againe:when they ſee their children 
weeping, and humbling themſclues in good earneſt for 
their offenſes, they wiſhibutallin vaine) that their paine 
were ouer, and the {mart remooucd : but as the Lord 
woundeth, fo can he healc; as he caſt ſob downe, ſo could 
he raiſe him vp againe : and whatſocuer our diſtreſſes be, 
if we can humbleour ſelues, and cry vnto the Lord, he is 
able and ready to relkeeuc and to deliver vs. In which re- 
gard weſhould be moſt willing, if wee mult needsbe cor- 
reed, to yeeld vpour ſclnes into his hands, 

Which may ſeruc to diſcouer vnto vs their folly that 
arc ſo farre fromſubmitring themſclues to Gods chaſtiſe- 
ments, that they cannot cndure hisrebukes, Let any man 
of God admoniftthem, and they are ready to flic - his 
acc, 
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face, What hath heeto doc with mee ? (lay they){ct him 
meddle with his owne matters. I will not take it at his 
hands : with many bitter ſpeeches of that kinde, which ar- 
gue inthem great diltemper and vexation of minde. And 
let a mantell them inneuer fo greatloue, that if they doe 
not amend,their (inncs will abroad to their diſgrace:their 
friends will grieue at them, their aducrſaries will reproch 
them, and all cry ſhame vpon them; yet they will bee no 
whit pacified, but rather cnraged againſt che admonither, 
not caring whatbe thought or ſpoken againſt them , ſo 
Chriſtians may not reproouc them. | 

Hence isitthat men areſo loth to bevnder any Chritti- 
an goucrnment, where they muſt bee inſtructed how to 
doe well, and rebuked if they do not well : they will none 
of it: to liucin{uch a family or congregation where they 
ſhall be catechized, and reſtrained from the breach of the 
Sabbath, and other leaud courſes, they will neucrendure 
it ; but will chuſcrather to bee vnder the gouernment of 
Antichriſt, and of Satan himſelfc, then of Chriſt Iecſus : 
Letchcir maſters be Papilts, cruell oppreflors, as ſauage 
tyrants as Pharaob was, they will rather dwell with them, 
then with godly and religious goucrnours,that would vic 
them m—__ kindly, and reward them moſt liberally for 
their ſcruice, Such were the raeeltes : Moſer(as the Lord 
ecſtificth of him). was the meckelt man vpon theearth, 
and withall a moll wiſc and couragiousRuler : yet would 
they rather haue been cuery day vnderthewhip in Egypt, 
then vnder Gods gracious gouernment which was cxc- 
cuted by Moſes, And as theſe archeere to be condemned 
of great want of wildome,that will not ſ1bmitthemſclues 
to be admoniſhed and ordered by the Lord ; fo are they 
alſo which arc vawilling co comevnder Gods correting 
hand, which is indeed of all other moſt defireable. 

And becauſethe preſent occaſion requirerh it, it will 
not bee amilſetoſhewthat the peltilence, wherewith the 
Lord hathnow viſited this Nation, 'is a fauourable and 
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gentlecorreftion, andthat this ſword of the Lord is no: 
thing lo terrible as the (word of man would bee if hee 
ſhould cauſe that to be drawen out againſt vs:andthat for 
theſe reaſons; 

Firlt, becauſe heerein wee may more immediately and 
the peſtilence cleercly behold Gods hand, which isa meanes to draw ys 
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to more {pecdy andearneſt humiliation : whereas if wee 
were a1 by theſword of men, wee ſhould bee more 
diſtracted, ſometimes with feares of the enemies violence, 
ſometimes with hopes cither of mercy from them, or of 
aid from others : all which doe cither vtterly withdraw vs 
from, or much hinder vsin the worke of humiliation. 
Secondly, in the timeof the peſtilence the aduerſarics 


_ of Religion hauenot ſuchmatter of inſultation, as when 
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warrcs arc hot in the Land: for thenthey would triumph; 
Now theſe forward men ſhall pay forit 2 What ſhall be- 
comeofthem now ? whereavin the time of this licknelle 
they arc exccedingly afraid ( knowing that hell and de- 
ſtruction gapefor them, whenſocuer death taketh hold 
ofthem : ) whereas Chriſtians are quict, andfull of peace 
and ioy in'theholy Ghoſt, knowing thatif they die, they 
ſhall goe from earth to heauen, from a place of miſcry to 
a palacc of glory, 

Thirdly, this is 2 marucl{ous great mercy, thatthere 
doth ſtill remainethefacc ofa Church, that the Goſpell 
is preached, the Sacraments adminiſtred, an4 the profef- 
lionof the truth openly maintained:wherdas if there were 
aforrainc inuaſion, or a ciuill mutiny and inſurreion, 
the vſuall courſe of the miniſtery, and of the exerciſes of 
religion, would be ſtopped, which now is not only tolc- 
rated, but commanded, ; 

Beſides, now.there is a continuance of the ſtate: of the 
common-wealth : whereas-when the ſword rageth in a 
land, the face of the honourable is not reſpeed, the ma- 
giſtratesauthority is reckoned a matter of nothing, and 
alllawcs muſt giue place to the wils of viokent men, 
Againe, 
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Againe, in the times of warre there is an vtterſubuer- 
fion ofall meanesof maintenance and comfort: wee can- 
not enioy ourpolleſſions, nor dwell in our houſes, nor 
reape the fruits of our labors, which now (through Gods 
mercy) isfarre otherwile, 

Andas for oureſtate, ſo cucn fur our-liuesand for our 6 
ſoules, the calc is better with vsin the time of peltilence 
then irthe timeof warres:for then all our families,wiuecs, 
children, ſeruants, and all may bee barbarouſlly (laine, or 
worſe vſcd before our cies, or we before theirs : and if not 
lo, yetthey mult be leftto Idolaters,to be vallalsof (inne 
and Satan : butnow if death come;itisnothing ſo lamen- 
table: if life bee granted, it is nothing ſo dangerous : tor 
our friendsſhall remaine with the Saints and ſcruants of 
God; and they that have beene our Chriſtian friends, will 
bethcirs, And therefore great cauſe haue we to magnihe 
the name of God;thatwhen ourlate gracious _— was 
taken away, and the Land mult needs bee cxercited with 
ſome heauy ſtroke or other, that hee then miraculouſly 
dcliucred vs from the violence of the ſword of man, and 
ſmote our Nation with his owne (word, 

Now when this is (aid to bee a fauourable ſtroke, wee 
muſt vnderſtand that it is ſo onely vnto Gods children, 
not tothe wicked : concerning whoſe departure out of 
this world, itis{aid, that Helfelloweth death. If they bee Reuel.6.8, 
notreconciled vnto God, butliueand die in their finnes, 
their caſcis fearefull: And therefore is it a iult hand of 
God vpon impenitentſinners, that they thould be horri- 
bly afraid ofthatſtecknetle. No linne, nor Satan himſelfe 
is ſo tuch feared of them as the peſtilence,nay nor Gods 
wrattrit felfe : and therfore they carenor what fouleſinne 
they commit; whereby they are (ure toincurrethe Lords 
diſpleaſure, ſo their bodics may eſcape this plague of 
God. But ſuppoſethey doceſcapeit, if they be as full of 
impicty, and iniuſtice, andimp urity as they werewontto 
be, che Lord hath ſcuen times greater i 
F 3 an 
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and his hand will bee (tretched out againſt them Mill, 
Therefore letthem labour to make a good ve of this, to 
humblethemſcluecs, and turne from their cuill waics : 0- 
therwiſe alluredly ſome greater punithment will light on 
8 their ſoules, or bodics, or borh, 
The time al- Verſe 15, Sothe Lordſent a peſtilence in Iſrael, &c, and 
loited being there dredof the people, from Dan to Beerſheba, ſenenty thou. 
—_— ſand men] Yeheaidthe caule of this beforeyto wit,becaule 
pen, the . "pay 
pointsfollow. 24d, partly through pride, and partly throug vaine 
ing werebur confidence, had numbred the people : whence this point 
briefly rou- -may be gathered 5 chat 
ched, God maketh his iudgements ſutable to our linnes, 
we J. $ Damd was lifted yp, becauſc hee had ſo many ſtrong 
mentrean, and valiantmen : thereforedoth God lefſen the number 
ſwerablexro ofthe. So (vel 1.5.) it isfaid, Weepe and howle ye dry. 
mens ſianes, kers of wine, for the new wine ſpall be pulled from your month, 
loel, This wasa molt iuſt correRion, thatthey ſhould bee pu. 
niſhed with (carcitic of drinke, ſeeing they had before 
time ſo wretchedly abuſed theſame, In like ſortdoth the 
Lord mect with proud men, turning their glory into 
ſhame, as wee may obſerucin Tyra, [ſs 23.8, where the 
Iſa; queſtion is made, #ho hath decreed this againſt Tyrms (that 
crowneth men ) whoſe Merchants are Princes ? whoſe chapmen 
are the Nobles of the world? And the anſwer is made,ver.g, 
The Lord of boſts hath deereed this, to ſtaine the pride of 
all glory, and to bring to contempr all them that be glorious m 
the earth, So for couctous men, «they are many times 
brought to beggarie, according to that of the wiſe man, 
Prom. Hee that maketh haſte tobe rich, ſhall ſurely come to powertie, 
Albeitthey vic wonderfulldiligence, and bee exceeding 
painfull, and hauc an excellent capacity,and adcep reach 
for worldly things, and ſceme to wantnorhing that may 
makethem proſper, yet becauſc God is diſpleaſed with 
them, hee brings them downe, both ripping them of 
their wealth, which they moſt affected ; andplaguing 
them with poucrty, which they moſt deteſted, 


And 
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Anda caulc heereof is that he giueth men thereby to Reaſor, 


ynderſtand that hee taketh knowledge of their waies, 
to the end they (houl1 take knowledge of his judge- 
ments, when they ſee them directed fo iuſt againſt their 
fules, andattcions. And bythis meanes the clet are 
much turthered to repentance, when their corrupt wils, 
their vnlawfull defires, and linfull delights are crolled : 
when they bchold Gods viſible hand, & righteous hand : 
when he ſheweth themthenature and qualitic of their of- 
fences, by the manner and proceeding of his corre- 
ions, 


IaltruQion, if wee would haue comfortinany thing Y{e 1. 


that we polleſle, Jetvs vfc itwell : neither ler our hearts 
deceiue vs; whether it be honour, or goods, orchildern 
if wee dote ypon them, and make Gods of them, wee are 


likely to be depriucd of them : the Lord can take from vs Exck.14435+ 


our power, the io) of our honovr, the pleaſure of our eyes, and 
the deſire of our hearts, enen our ſonnes, and our daughters. 
When men louc to be commanders, God can take their 
authoritic from them : if they ſtand vpon theirhonour 
and reputation, hee can ſoone make it wither and vaniſh: 
if the delights of their cies doe content them, hee can 
quickly remoue thoſe from them : finally,if they ſet their 
atfetionsimmoderatlyvpon theirchildren,&littvp their 
ſoules vato them, (as the words arc in the originall) that 
is, make them the delire of their hearts, God canſudden- 
lie bereauethem of their children, or ſo bring itto palle, 
that they ſhall hauc little comfort in them, 

Would we then hauc our houſes and our children free 
from Gods ſtrokes, and in particularfromthe peſtilence 
(as that many pretend that they are more careful for heir 
children then for themſiclues) then let vs neuer commit 
any finne to ſet them vp, for that is thenext way to de- 

rive vsof them: when wee carry more affeion to them 
then to the Lord himſelfe, wee endanger our ſelues and 
them both. The Lords will isthat you ſhould in the a 
place 
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placeſeruc him, and ſodoing, you ſhall make your. chil. 
dren, not Lords but kings, not ofan carthly, but of an 
hcaucnly kingdome. 

The next thing heere briefly to bee conlideredis [ the 
ſpace] in which theſe ſcucntic thouſand men died,name- 
lic in three daies: Dofrine, that 

When Godlectsin with his iudgements they ſhall bee 
farrediſperſcd in a ſhort time, Hee can caulc his plagues 
to flic fall, and make great ſpecde, This is prooued in 
the Pſalme,where ſpeaking of any decree of God,itis (aid, 
He ſendeth forth his commandement vpon earth, and bis word 


.runneth very ſwiftly, What God determineth to doe, hee 


can docitout of hand when it ſtandeth with his good 
pleaſure. Sowe ſee hoy he could cauſe one Angell to goe 
thorow the whole land\ of </£gypt in one night,andto 
ſlay the firſt borne in cuery houſe :. and in this regard 
Gods curſe is compared to a flying booke, to note the 
ſwiftnelleofit, thatit commethasit were with two wings: 
but withallit is likened toa talent of lead, that ſticketh 
falt where it fals:it maketh (pecd vnto the place that God 
appointeth, and tarricth there where once itlighteth, 

Furthermore welce, how quickly Gods curſe was [cat- 
tered ouer the whole carth, when our firſt parents had 
ſinned : thedeformity came not vpon the creatures by 
degrecs,but itoucrtooke them preſently and outofhand, 
Ando at the laſt day Chriſt ſhall come inthe twinckling 
of ancic,asto call the godly forthwith ynto glory, ſo to 
draw the wicked immcdiatly before Gods iudgement 
ſcate, to recciuepreſent and cucriaſting puniſhment and 
torment. 

And the rcaſon of this, ts, becauſe God at all times isin 
all places, and of equall powerin every place, and there- 
fore what ſhould hinder him from doing that cucry 
wherein the ſame moment,ifit ſtand with hisiuſtice and 
will, which he doth any where ? The great delugeinthe 
timc of Noe coucrednot one Nation. one yearc, and an 

other 
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other thenext, anda long time after the reſt which were 
farre ſeparated alunder, buthe in his wrath was preſent in 
eucry country, andlo were they all ouerwhelmed in few 
daics: and who knoweth whether it ſeized not ypon each 
ofthem in oneday ? 


For reproofe of chem that thinke if they eſcape one 7/e, 


place of intection,they are ſafe enough, But cannoc God 
or his Angellreach them whereſocucr they be ? Though 
nointeRed perſon come neere them, cannot the Lords 


hand finde themout ? Yescertainly, let themclimbe vp pgl, 139, 


ynto heauen, or goe downe into hell, or hide themlelues 
atthe center of the carth, Gods cic is [till vpon them, and 
his hand neere vnto them : ſo that they can goeſate no 
where without Gods fauour. If the peſtilence were onely 
in ze, we ſhould ascalily beinfected in England, 'f God 
had a quarrellagainſt vs, and purpoſeto plague vs that 
way, as if wee were in the midlt of the infeRed perſons, 
Who would hauc thought that Gehazi ſhould hauc beene 
ſmitten with theleprofic when his maſter and he were to- 
gether? Thelike may be ſaid of Mmriamwhen Aaron was 
with her. Nay who would hauc thought that King /zz- 
ab ſhould hauc beene plagued with that (ſtroke in ſuch an 
holy place asthe Temple was, where God would hauc 
no vncleane thing tocnter?Yet when he preſumptuoully 
vſurped the high Prieſts ofhce, he was not ſpared, nonot 
in the Sanctuary. So thatthis may be ſurely concluded, 
thatno place can ſhelter a manfrom mulery, if finne bee 
harboured and entertained in his heart, 

Verſe 16, 1t 1s ſuſſicient : hold thy hand.) Doftrine, that 


As Godappointeth judgements to bee inflitedon his NoZ.s, 


people, ſo he himſelfe will (ce execution done. 


Hee ſtands hy in this place, and direQeth the Angel! [ent at the 
how farre to procecd, and where tomakean end. God 5X 


would hane laceb humbled, and therefore he ſent himto 
his vncle. Laban: but withall he allureth him of good ſuc- 
celle, and for that purpolc ſheweth him aladder, where- 

G upon 
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Gen.18.12, upon the Angels of God went vp and downe, to fignifie, 
that they ſhould guide him foorth, and bring him backe ſho 
ialafcty : but(for the preſent purpote) withallthe Lord ac 

Verſet5. Ppromilcth, that hee woxld bee wth bim, and keepe him. So cict 


P/al.34-15, itis [ct downe asa great conſolation vnto the did 

Saints, that the eies of the Lord are vpon the righteons, anc 

Vie Inſtcution, that we ſhould labour not only to be in /e- anc 

; ruſa/ers, but tobe of it : and then when Gods judgements tha 
arc abroad, we ſhall be in no danger, God will command 

his faithfull Angels to doc vsno hurt; wherein if they arc 

ſhould refuſe toobey, they mult needs become diuecls, wt 

and reprobate ſpirits, which is impoſſible. Let vs labour as 

therefore to be of the number of thoſe that mourne for (c] 
the abominations of /eruſalers, that ſo wee may bee ſaued 

when others are deitraicd. Let vs grieue for the impiecty, of 

and blaſphemie, and cruelty, and impurity that is in our om 

Land : ſo ſhall we hauc a teſtimony vanto our hearts, that be 


weare Jeruſalems : but as for thoſe that are Babel, Egyprs, W 
Scdomes, whole houſcs are full of voluptuouſnefle, pride, 
gluttony, drunkennetle, worldlinetle, and the like, the oc 
Lord is likely to command his Angell to fimte at them l 
with a full ſtroke : for where ſkould his ſword light, but t 
vpon his enemics? 


Verſe t7. And Dauid/pake vnto the Lord, and ſaid, Bee v 
ho'd, I hane ſpmed,) Whereas indeed the people had pro- X 
uokedthe Lord mol}, yet Dezid thought himfelfe molt C 
guilty, andeherefarc he would haue Gods hand to haue { 


beene on him, and not an the people; 
D:8.6. A good man wilt lay a greater burden on himfelfe then | 
A good man on another , and paſſe ſentence againſt hinſelfe rather | 
1s moſt (eucre then again{tanother. | 
= bim- $odoth Paw. Chriſt came into the world to ſane ſmmners, 
2.Tim,t.1s, (faith he) of whos I ams chiefe, 

Andas for matter of guilt, ſo alfo for matter of puniſh- 
ment, We ſee in Hoſes, that becauſe the people were ma- 


ny,and he was but onc, he intrcated God that hee might 
be 
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bee wiped out of his booke, rather then all hispeople 
ſhould bedeltroicd, But eſpecially this point isveritied 
in our Saviour, who, when mankinde was vtterly inſuti- 
cicntcither to put in ſuretics, or to diſcharge their debr, 
did humblc himſclte totake on him the ſtate of a ſcruant, 
and abalcd himſelte, that hee might bring vs vnto gloric; 
andendurcd a ſhamefull, and painfull, and curſed death, 
thathe mightbring vs vntocrernall life, 

And this commeth tv palle, firſt, becauſe good men 
arc endued with that amiable grace of brotherly louc, 
which cauſeth chem not ſo much toſeckertheir ownecale, 
as the benefit of others, butto lay the more vpon them- 
ſclues, that others may be the rather ſpared. 

Secondly,they are adorned with that admirable vertue 
of Chriſtian humility, which direceth their ciesto other 
mens graces, andtheir owne corruptions: they hope the 
belt of that which is in their brethren, and finde out the 
worlt of that which isin themſclues. 


Thisſcructh, fizlt, forreproofeof thoſethatare readic J/; x, 


to ſhift off all from them(clues, and though they be whol- 
ly, or moſtin fault, yet will lay the blame altogether on 0- 
thers, | 

Heerealſoare theſe hypocritesto be reprehended,that 
will lay heauy burdens, and require ſtrit qbedience of 0+ 
thers, eſpecially of Miniſters, and yet they themſclucs 
make no conſcience of any finne, be itncuer ſocontraric 
to the Lawes of God, or of man, 

Others there arc alſo, that may iuſtly come ynder this 
reproofe, that care not who want, fo they haue plentie; 
norwho hunger, ſo they haueſuthcient z nor who linke, 
ſothey ſwimme, though it be by thruſting others vnder 
water, 

Secondly, this is for conſolation tothem thatcan goe 
from their owne commoditic,and caſe, and credit,ſo God 
may haue glory, and his people good : they are of the 
ſame ſpirir that Afoſes, and David, and Part were, and 

G 2 therefore 
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therefore their reward in heauen and their praiſe on earth 
ſhall be ſutable. | 
Mercifull men loſe nothing : if-Nehemiah had gotten 
together all the money in thatcountry, and had attained 
to be King of Perſa,he could not haue procured himſelfe 
- Nehew.5.14« {g much truc honour as hee did by not taking all the (ti. 
_ pend that hee might haue done, being a man of his place, 
and by entertaining a great many that were in want at his 
table, which he needed not to haue done : and belides 
the good anddeſeruedeſtimation that he got, hee 
could with comfort(and ſo may all that are like 
him) intreat the Lord to remember him 
in goodnelle : which the Lord - 
neuer failed to doc. 


(2.0. 
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PSALM, 12.1.2, 


Verſe 1, Help Lord, for there is not 4 go/lie man left : for 
the faithful are failed from among the 'children of men. 

2 They ſpeaks decenfully eucrie one with his neighbour, © 
flattering with their bps, ah ſpeake with a donble heave, 


= cw confinucd inthat holy profellion 
of Gods name as formerly they had 
done. Now in this praier of hiswe may obſerue 

1 Firſt a petition, Helpe Lord, Seeing mers helpefai- 
lcd, and their powre was bent againlt equity and iuftice, 
which ſhould have vpheld and maintained it,therefore he 
appeales to an higher povre, and intreaterh relietcand 
ſuccour fromthe Lord, 

2 Sccondly a complaint, and that 

1 Ofthe decay of good men and'of goodnesin them 
[ there is not x godly man left, 4c, )Wheras fuperious ſhould 
hauc miniſtred refreſhing vnto the diſtretſed; or at leaſt 
inferiors borne a burden with them, they were now taken 
away when there was greateſt neede of them: not that 
there wereno good menatall (for Gad, and Nather, and 
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Verſe, 


Dokl. x. 
Gods childre 


ncuer helples. lei 


Micah,7.2, 
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Jonathan were now in the Church bur in compariſon of 
theaduerle part, they were fo few, that they did (carle ap- 
pearc to be any at all. 

2 Of the deccitfulnes of bad men, They ſprake deceit- 
fully exery one with bis nerghboxr, &6.that is, eucry one of 
the contrary fide was full of craft and cunning,yvling faire 
words, butintending much miſchicte : ſpeaking with a 
heart and a heart ( as the Propherfaith, that is a heart that 
made ſhew of one thing , but meant the quite contrary, 
ſceming to bee for Dawid, when intruth they plotred a- 

ainſt him, 

Helpe Lord} here we (ee his refuge, hee betaketh him- 
ſclfevnro God, when he is forſaken of men- Whence ob+ 
ſcrue' this Docrine,that, 

Although all humanc helpes and carthly friends doe 
faile Gods people, yet they arenot helpleſſe nor hope- 

fie, 


Albeitin regard of mans aſſiſtance they be vtterly de- 
Kticute, yet the Lord will bee cuer with them, and flwaics 
ſand for them. Davids argument here is not this,” Lord 
helpe : for there be many that will ioinc with thee: bur 
this, Lord helpc, for there isnone cl{c that will helpe , fo 
that 0urcaſcis notaccording to mens affetions towards 
vs, but according to Gods louevntovs. 

This iscuident in the prophecy of Aicab, where it is 
ſkewed that friends failed : neither did they faile one man 
alone, but the whole Church ; good men were periſhed ont of 
the earth, and there was none righteans among wen, & 6: but 
the beſt of them was 4 briar, and the moſt righteous of them 
ſnarger than a thorne beage : yet the Church isnot quite dil- 
maid, but refolucth to fly vnto the Lord be Hans, 
Therefore wil 1 looks wnto the Lord; I will wane for God ny 
Sanur : my God willheave me, though good men were 


deadand gone, and hypocrites didput on theirſhapeand 
likenetle, that they might more freely praQtiſe miſlchiefe. 
Yetthe people of Goddetermine withthemficlues not 


to 
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to cat off all hope, but to relie ypon the Lord, and 
though he delay to helpe them fora time, yet they will 
waite ypon him, knowing that atlengrh he will deate gra» 
cioully with them, 

And for the further confirmation of this point, wee 
haue the cxample of Chriſt Tefus himſelfe, who beeing 
gricuouſly perplexed and troubled within and withour, 
and on eueric ide, vſcth this argument vats his father; 


Be not farre from me,becauſe troule is neave, for there is none Plal,22.11, 


tobelpe me, And thisis vſuall with God to relicue his peo- 
ple in extremities: andtherfore when noman callers for 
tice, no man contendeth for the trutb,&c. then he himlelfe 
will take che matter into his hand, and he will ſauc and de- 
liver his ſeruantsasthe Prophet [ſayah witnelleth. 

And the reaſons hereof are theſe, 

Firſt, though all men doe forfake ys, yet Gods powre 
is no whit diminiſhed thereby: and therefore that is a 


worthy ſpeech of faith in Imathan, that it is not hard to r.Sam.14. 6, 
the Lord (9/aut with many or with few : and in Aſa,who ſaith 2.Chrouge 11, 


it ts mothing tothes tobelpt with manie,or withno power, They 
knew that though they hadfew, or noneat all on their 
fide, they were mas good cale as if they had many milli- 
ons, if God were on their (ide: for all power is his, and 
that which men haue, is but borrowed from him: and 
though he ſometimesvſc them, it isnotbecauſe he needs 
them : for who did helpehinrin making of the heauens 
and of the carth and ofall the ereatures in them both ? and 
what aſſiſtance hath he riow tn ſuſtaining, and vpholding 
of theſame ? now if he never needed the aid of any crea- 
ture intheſe greateſt workes of creation and preſeruati- 
on.ſurcly he wanteth not the helpe of men in matters of 
ſmaller importance. 

Secondly, Gods mercy is no more leſſened then his 
power is,by mens withdrawing of themſclues from vs, he 
loucs his people when they haue Ao friendsas well as whe 
they haue many friends; nay hee manifcſteth his loue 
more 
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Hof, 14. more at ſuchtimes: for in him the farberleſſe findeth mercy, þ 
And then doth he exerciſe the bowels of his compaſſion, C 
when men thew little or no compaliton at all. ph 
When wee ce children to hauerichand mercifull pa. F 1, 
rents to prouideforthem, we doe not much pity them : on 
but as for thoſe that arc fatherlefe and fricndlctic, that a 
arc hungry and naked, andaltogether deſtitute of releefe, F {., 
we tender their caſe, and are ready to relecue them. Can ing 
we carric ſuch an attetion towards other mens/children 
that arc diſtrelIcd and helplcile,and willnot the Lord our 
God haue a greater carcof his owne children in the like or 
cale ? Will hee leaue them becauſe men haue forſaken Cl 
them 2? No ſurcly, Bur when they arc in diltretles and 
{traits, and that through their owne fooliſhnetle and difſo- h 
Ffal. 107, bedience, it they humble them(clues, and cry vnto him, ec 
he will deliuerthem, though men dare not, or will not as 
ſpeake, or dealc for them. a 
3 Thirdly, when Gods feruantsare left deſticute, their * 
faith is wuch exerciſed andincreaſed:and then wealwaies A 
ſpecd belt, when wee belecue belt. Solong as wee haue ( 
helpe aboutvs, we doc not ſo much (et our faitha worke, 7 
as our carnall reaſon and (ſenſe, and lo pray not atall, or ; 
very coldly : but when we aredefolate and forſaken, and ( 
thoſe that ſhould bee molttar vsareagaint vs, then wee 
begin to liftvp our hartstq heaucn,and to caſt our ſelues ; 
vpon Gods prouidence and, goodnelle, and to vie the 
weapons of theſpirit, and not uf thefleſh. 
4 Fourthly, in ſuch times of difhcultic Gods glorious 
hand is morcapparantly l[eenc, and fo all the honours a- 
ſcribed vnto him. If AZoſes had brought the 1ſraclites 
out of Egypt by force of armes, being aided with two or 
three millions of ſouldiers, much of the praiſe would 
hauc beene giuen vnto them: but when Moſes was nakeg 
and altogether deſtitute of any power of man , the Lords 
/ mighty arme was more cleercly ſcene in the deliuerance 
of his people, and the ſubucrliou of their enemics, And: 
that 


UN 
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that worke of his hath beene, is, and ſhall be memorable 
in all ages, 

So allo if Hezeksabs (ickneile had beene (ſuch as any 
Phylitian could haue cured, his recoucric ſhould neucr 
haue beene recorded in Gods booke, as not making {o 
much for his glory : but when the prolonging of his life 
was as much as the giuing ofa ſecond life, then notice of 
it was taken and giuen by the holy Ghoſt, cothe cucrlalt- 
inghonour of Gods name, 

This ſeructh 


Firſt, for the confutation of their fooliſh conceit and 7{e r. 


expeRation, who ſceing mighty aduerſaries againſt the 
Church, and few or no fricnds to interpoſe themſclues, 
preſently conclude, that their caſe is deſperate : downe 
they mult : they are vtterly vndone : and fo they begin 
to forecall in their minds the manner of their oucrthrow, 
and the forme of their lamentation when they thalbe thus 
andthus handled. Butthele men,for all their deep reach, 
may be decciucd ; for all their concluſions are grounded 
on men : they doc not conſider what God may doe, as we 
ſce in Davids encmics, who percciuing that many did 
band themſcluestogether, and riſe vp againſt him, con- 


cluded, that there was no helpe for him in God, But what Pſal.3, 1.2.3; 


ſaics Daxid ? Lord, thou art a buck/er for me, my glory, and 
the lifter vp of my bead, And in another Plalme, Mine ene- 


mics ((aith he) ſpeaks of me, ſaying, God hath forſaken bim- : Plal.71.10,1 


purſue and take him, for there is none to deliner him, Thelc 
ſpeeches (no doubt) pierced Damds(oule : but doth hee 
make the ſame concluſions ? No, heis farre from that: he 
rather laycth faſter hold on God, ſeeing cruell men to be 


ſoviolently bent againſt him, Goe not farre from mee, O yerſe 12, 13, 


Ged: (ſaith he) my God haſte thee to helpe mee : let them bee 
confounded and conſumed that are againſt my ſoule, &c, In- 
deedifmens oppoling of themſclues againſt him could 
hauc kept him from complaining vato God, or God 
from giving carc vnto him, hiscaſchad beenevery la- 

H mentablc ; 
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mentable:but ſeeing that was impoſſible, whatſocuer they ripe 

imagined, there was ſafety enough for David, and fo is for 

there till forall the cteR of God, oft 

Vie 2, Secondly , thisis for inſtruftion, that feeing by how one 
* muchleiſchelpewee haue from men, ſo much the more tha 

we ſhall hauc from God, therefore wee ſhould deale car- ho! 

neſtty with the Lord in our diſtretles,and wreſtle with him & | 

Gen. 31, as [acob did, when his brother Eſau came with fourc hun- to! 
dred men againſt him : hee was vnable to encounter him, fo: 


and thercfore he encountreth the Lord himfelfe by ' 1 of 


ers and teares z and that which was his refuge, mult bee Ca 
ours, and then we ſhall haue peace and ſafety: if once wee If 
can lay hand-faſt on God(as we mayin our houſes,in our | /4 


chambers, in our beds, in the night, orin the day) then th 
ourcaſc is good, we ſhall be protefted fromall the violent pl 


rage of thewicked,fo that none of the ſonnes of violence 1 
ſhall be able to touch vs for our hurt : and therefore here- 4 
in let vstake comfort, that though men forſake vs, and C( 
Plal 27. ournecrelt friends reiect ys, yet the Lord will gather vs W 
vp, and provide ſufficiently for vs, as hee did for Daxid: lc 
neither can mens per{waſions withdraw his compaſſion b 
from vs, nor mens threatnings terrific him from relec« - 
uing of vs. 
For there ts not a godlyman left, &c, t 
From this lamentable complaint of his,ariſcth this do- ſ 
Arme, that 
Dot. 2. No outward thing comes neerer the hearts of Gods 
want of good children,then the decay of good men, 
men much 19 Tt quchtroublerh the ſoules of godly men, to ſee a 


be lawenred: £14 number of Chriſtians. Hence proccedeth that la- 


Mcabq4.z, Mentation'ofthe Prophet Aicah : Woe is me, for I am as 
the ſummer gatherings, &c. or, I am in eaſcasinthe de- 
Heſ.1.3. ftruction of the furnmer fruits : asin Heſeab it is ſaid, Tbe 
fiſhes of the Sea ſpalt be gathered, thatis, deſtroied : and that 
thisisthe ſcnfe,rappcareth in the words following,when 
it is faid, There is no cluſter tocat : my ſowle defired the firſt 
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ripe fruits, that is, Iam as one that hath a feruent longing 
for them, & yet can getnone of the, & whatis the reaſon 
of this his lamentation? The good man ((aith he) i periſhed 
ont of the earth,c4 there i none right comgneng men: &e.l0 
thatthe cffcR of thoſe words is thus much: that looke 
how worldlings wold gricuc,itthey thold (ee their grapes 
& figs (which were ſpecial comoditiesin thoſe countries ) 
tofailc,&thcir expeRatiothat way to be vtterly fruſtrate 
foand much more bitterly did the Prophetbewaile the 
of good & rightcousmen. That wasit allo that did ſode- 
cay picrcethe heart of Elias, Lord((aith he) the children of 


Iſrael age forſaken thy couenant, broken downe thy Altars,or 1-Kings 1911, 
ſlaine thy Prophets with the ſword, and 1 anely am left, and 


they ſeeke my life to take it away, Which lolle of the Pro- 
phets was bo grieuous vnto him, that he had no pleaſure 
in his owne life ;z and therefore he intreaterhthe Lord to 


take 424) buy ſoule. In which regard whenthe Lord would Verſe 4. * 


comfort him, he vſctha fit remedie for his diſcaſe : for 
whereas his griefe was that there were no godly men 
left, but all were declined to /delarrie,hetelleth him that 


be hadreſernedto himſelfe ſeuen thouſand, that had nat bow. eric 18, 


ed the knee vuto Baal, 
Yetfurther it may appeare what a matter of heauinelle 
the lotle of good men is vnto thoſe that are good them- 


ſclues, by that ſpecch of Dawd, who faith, Al my dehygbt & PlAl16.3, 


inthe Saints : tor if they be his chiefe delight, then the 
wane of them muſt needs bee an occalionof very great 
anguiſh vnto him : as is cuident that itwas. Pſalms. 42. 4. 


when he remembred how hee had gone with the multi. Plaln2. 


tude, and had beene as a Captaine to leade them vntothe 
houſe of God, which then hee could not doe, this calt 
him into wonderfull griete, ſo that hee poured out his 
teares, yea and his very heart, as hethere ſpeaketh,being 
in ſuchextremitie of ſorrow, that he is faineto reſtraine 
himſclfe, why art thou caſt downe my ſeule (faith he) andwhy 
art thaw diſquicted within me? ce. yet godly men were 

H 3 not 


Reaſons, 


Plal,67, 5. 
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not quite aboliſhed at this time, but Dawid onely taken 
fromchem : and he knew that he ſhould come againe vn- 
tothemat length, and that they ſhould be his flocke : if 
then he were ſo faxrEcalt downe for that he mightnot be 
with them, what griefe would hee haue conceiucd if they 
had vtterly beene cut off, and ceaſed to bee any longer ? 

' Nowthe reaſons why the decay of Gods people is and 
ſhould bee ſuch an heart-breaking vnto the relt of the 
Saints, are thelc ; ; 

Firſt, becauſe the glory of God is precious vnto them, 
which is much hindered when his ſeruants are diminiſh- 
cd : for then there is lefle ſeruice done vnto him in pub- 
like and priuate: there arc fewer praicrs and praiſes alfred 
vp vnto him, fewer religious exerciſes in vſc amongſt 
men,and fewer workes of mercy performed vnto thence- 
dic and diſtretled. And if the decay of good (ouldiersand 
ofloyall ſubics in any kingdome mult needs bee a mat- 
tcrofgricfe to thoſe that loue and ſecke the honour of 
their King; then can it not bur gocnecxe the hearts of the 
godly, when they perceive the ſouldicrs and ſubicRs of 
Chriſt co goe to wracke, 


Secondly, in regard of themſclues they are mooucd. 


heereat, as being fellow members with them : for when 
the godly periſh, they arcas it were a maimed body,They 
hauec fewer friends and fellow-helpers, fewer to pray with 
them and for them, fewer to reproouc,cxhort, and com- 
fort them, and in aword, fewer to whom they may doc 
good, and from whom they may receive good. 

Thirdly, inrefpcRof the publike loile, they mourne 
forthe decay of the righteous: for when multitudes of all 
nations, and of all ſorts of people, doc know the waics of 
God, andpraiſe thename of God, then (as the Prophet 
faith) the earth ſhall bring foorth her increaſe, and God enen 
our God (ball bleſſe vs. It there bee but ten righteousmen 
and women in a City, or ſome few in a whole Country, all 
the reſt ſhall ſpeed the better for their ſakes : how much 


more 
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morethen if there be multitudes of them ? What a gricfe 
therefore mult it needs bee tothe wiſe and godly, when 
theſe props and pillars of the Church and Common- 
wealtharetaken away ? 

Which lcrueth 


Firſt, for the iuſt reproofe of thoſe that doe carrie a Y/ſ+ x, 


deadly enmity againſt the multitude of Chriſtians that 
now are,and doe much grieue that there ſhould be ſo ma- 
ny that reſort vnto the word in publike, that read it in 
priuate, that have praicr and (inging of Plalmes in their 
families, &c, they grudge and murmur at ir, as if ſome 
confpiracy or mutiny againſt the State were towards, and 
aSifthe good of mens ſoules, andthe peace of the com= 
mon wealth could not ſtand together, Thele arc of ano- 
ther ſpiritthen Daxid was, who lamented thatthere were 
ſofew ſuch:and theſe are indeed vtter enemies vnto God, 
who eſteemes hispeople to bee his chiefe treaſure vnder 
heaven : andtherefore they ſhall beare their iudgement, 
whoſocuer they bee that doe thus malice the ſeruants of 
God, and cndeuour to peruert them, or to diminiſhthe 
number of them, 


Secendly,heereis matter of comfort for them that are Ye 2, 


of the ſame diſpoſition that David was,that cry night and 
day, Helpe Lord, for the godly periſh, &c. and that labour 
with God, by faſting, and weeping, and praying, that hee 
would vphold the fare of his Church. If the praier of 
David, being but one man, were efteRuall forthe conti- 
nuing of Gads people, how much more forcible ſhall the 
requeſts of many thouſands be, who doe ynceflantly in« 
treat the Lord with great carneſtnetle to be favourable wn- 
to Sion, and to build vp the walles of Ternſalem, to (auc his 
choſen, and defend his owne heritage againſt the tmalici- 
ous plotsand practiſes of all their enemies. 
They ſpeake deceitfully enery one with his neighbour, 
Heere he ſheweth what manner of enemics were againſt 
him :notſuch as would profclle themſclues open aduer- 
H 3 larics, 


_ 
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ſaries, (for though he had many ſuch, yet hcere hee dea- 
leth not againſt them) but ſuch as would make ſhew of 

ood will, whereas indeed there was in them nothing 
Tele. Nuw in that his chicfe complaintisagainſt them, 
the doctrine is, that 


Dot, 3. Deccitfull friends arc worlc then apen and apparant 

Fained frinds f,.. 

_ "nag Dawn had divers profeiled enemies, as Saw/and ſuch as 
were neere him : yet none of their praCtiſes went ſo neere 
his heart, as theſe mens that would pretend tobe friendly 
vntohim, 

Prou, 27.6, Tothispurpolcisit ſaid by Salomon, that The wound: of 


4 loner are faithful, andthe kifſes of an enentie are to be pras. 

edagainſt ; (for ſo the words mult bee read) When a faith- 

full friend doth rebuke vs, and ſceke to wound our hearts 

for linne, that is cxcecding for vs : but'when an enemic 

Iudas, Matth. ynder pretence of louc ( whercof by killing they then 

20.49 made ſhew)doth come againſt vs,and ſecketo yndermine 
vs,that isexcceding dangerous,and the hurt therof much 
to be praicd againl(t. 

The waters that runne {moothly and mildly arc com- 
monly moſt deepe and dangerous, whercas that which 
roarcs is more ſhallow and fate. 

Reaſons, The reaſons of this doQtrine arc, 

'T, Firſt, that fuch craftie foxes do morecalily come with- 
in a man,and ſooner deceiue him, An open enemy com» 
meth asit were before ones face, and fo his blowes may be 
better warded off : but a falſe friend commeth behinde 
ones backe, andfaſtenetha deadly blow cre a man bee a+ 
ware :and therefore [oab,when he would ſpeed Abner and 
Amaſa, did not bid open detiance vnto them, but (being 
therein more crafty and(ubtill,then either godly or man- 
lic) gaue them kinde ſalutations, and, vndcr pretenceof 
louc, moſt cruelly murdered thera both, And as itis for 
the outward man, fo is it alſo for the foule, The moſt 
dangerous temptations arc thoſe that proceed from ar 

ne 
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ned friends vnderthe colour of loue, and deſire of our 
good, If Satan had comme vnto Ee,and told her,l charge 
you cat of the tree in the midſtof the garden, and whar- 
ſocuer the danger be, ſtand not ypon that, forl vill hauec 
your husband and you to be damned, ſhee would neuer 
hauc hearkened viitohim : but when hee perſwaded her, 
that he was her friend, and meant her good, namely,that 
by cating thereof ſhe might be madelike vntoGad him- 
ſclfe, knowing both good and cuill, then was ſhee Quer- 
taken by him, and ſo being overcome her ſelfe, (hee be- 
camethein{trumentof the diucll to decciue her husband 
inlikefort. Andſo it is with many, that haue held out 
wellagain(t raging and violent temptations, and yet haue 
beene foulely drawen alide, and ſhametully foiled by mil- 
der temptations, vnto profit, or pleaſure, or credit, 

Sccondly, the falſe dealing of ſuch counterfet friends 
doth much morecafflifrhe heart of a man, chen ativ iniu- 
riousactions of manifelt aduerſaries : as wee may fee in 
that Plalmeof Dasid, where he ſaith, Surely mine enemie 
did not defame me, for I could bane borne it, &c, but it was 
thox, O man, enen ny companion, my guide, and my familiar, 
&ce When his words were fmooth, arid ſofter then but- 
ter, and yer prooued deceitfnlf,they went thorow his hart 
cuen as fwords : and this was iuft ypon him, becauſe hee 
had dcalt in that fort with his faithfull ſubie 77iab, (ce- 
ming to fauour him by imploying him in (peciall ſervi- 
ces, when he went about totakeaway his life, 

Firſt, letthis inftruc vs totake another courſe : if wee 
haucinward diſlike, let vs profetſce it; if wecarry alouing 
affcRion, let vs make ſhew of it, and loucnot inword a- 
lone, but in deed, 

Eſpecially let vs Jooke vnto this in matters betwixt 
Gudandvs: let vsnotplay the hypocrites with him,pre- 
tending a loue vntothe Church of God, and to the word 
of God, when there is no ſuch matter; and drawing neere 
vato him with ourhps, when our hearts are farre from 


v” him: 


Pſal.55. 12.13. 


We 1. 


Ve 2, 


Ter.g 4:5, 
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him : forin ſo doing we4hall offcrgreatiniury vito the 
Lord, and doe morg/hurt at length then thoſe that are 
profelt Papiſts or Athciſts : for ſuch as flatter with their 
lips, and difſemble with a doublc heartin things that con. 
ccrne the holy religion of God,if any perſecution come, 
will quite renouncetheir profeſſion, and betray the cauſe 
of God, and gricuc the ſcruants of God, and harden the 
hearts, and open the blaſphemous mouthes of the ene- 
mies of God, and make many to fall by their revolting 
and backſliding. Therefore let cucry one that taketh yp- 
on him theprofeſſton of Chriſtianity, be a true, and nota 
faincd friend of the ſame; and bring afaithfull, and not a 
guilefull heartthereunto; that the Lord may witnelle for 
him, that he doth heartily and vnfainedlyſecke him. , 

Secondly, let vs hence learne this point of wiſdome, 
neuer to trult thoſe too farre, of whole faithfulneſle wee 
haue any iuſt ſuſpicion : be they neuer ſoncere vnto vs, 
let vs not open our ſclues vnto them, but keepe them at 
armes end, Thists the aduice of the holy Ghoſt : Let exe- 
ry man take heed of his neighbour, and traft not any brother : 
(viz. that is not ſound hearted) for exery brother will ſe de. 
ceit, and enery friend will deale deceitfaully, &c. for they hae 
rangbt their _— to ſpeaks lies : they haue exerciſed the 
trade of vling faire words, when there is within them no- 
thing elſe but falſhoodand deccit. And the like wee may 
rcadin the 7. of Micah, 

Thirdly, this is for our conſolation when we finde ſuch 
hollow-hearted hypocrites anddecciuers: we ſhould not 
be diſmaied becauſe thereare ſo few whom we may truſt 
and giue credit vnto;foritisno ſtrange matter:therehaue 
beene ſuch heeretofore,and they have beene diſcovered: 
God hath hearkened vnto the praiersof his ſeruants, and 

iven them wiſdome todiſccrne of them, and fo will 
hee doe (till, ſo that they ſhall bring no annoi- 
ance vnto his people, whatſocucr they 
intend againſt them, 
FINIS. 
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PSALM. 12. V. 3.4. 


2 The Lord ent off all flattering lips, and the tongue that 
ſpeaketh prowl things. 
4 Which bane [aid with our tongue will we prenaile : our 
lips are our owne, who 1s Lord ower vi? 


N the two former verſes is ſet downe 
the petition that David made vnto 
God for helpe , and his complaine 
that he put vp concerning the decay 
of good andrighteous men ,and the 
deccitfulnesof vngodly and vnrigh- 
——m= tcous men. 
Now in theſe verſcs is ſet forth another part of his prai- 
er,to wit, an imprecation, the Lord cit off, ec: wherein he 
doth by the ſpirit of Prophelic,and according to the A- 
valogie of fajth,denounce iudgement againſt Gods and his 
enemics,to theend he might comfort himſclfe and re- 
freſh his heart with hope that good men ſhould bee reco- 
ucred,and wicked men confounded. And as for this curſe, 
we muſt vnderſtand thatit is not vttercd in bitternes, but 
in zcale, and with warrant from Gods owne ſpirit ; and 
this is direed, 
I Firſt againſt deceitfull perſons, who are called flatte- 
rers, the Lord cut off the flattering lips. 
2 Sccondly,againſt proud perſons, who are deſcribed: 
I x3 In 


Obieft, 
Anſwere, 


Obiett. 


An(were, 


Verſe. 3. 


Dott.r. 


The more 


cunning any 


is for mif= 
chiefe, the 
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1 In gengrall by, their ſpeech, that they ſpeaks proud 
things, vere 3. 

2»More particularly, that they ſay, with our tongue wee 
willprenaileverle g.as if they ſhould hauc ſaid, lookewhat 
weaske, we will obtaine it: looke what we threaten, wee 
will performeit: looke what welet downe,that ſhall come 
to palle. 

But it might be ſaid yntothem, you ſpeake preſump- 
tuouſly, and vtter words that doc not beleeme you, 

They anſwere,our tongues are our owne : as if they ſhould 
ſay, who dare be ſo audacious as tocontrole ys? we will 
fpcake what we liſt in deſpite of them all. 

But ſome might ſay, though you ſctfo light by men, 
you mult know thatthere is one higher than you ? what 
if the Lord ſhould take the matter into his hand ? 

To that © anſwere, who « Lord oxer vs? they thinke 
they may. blaſpheme God and reuile his ſcruants, and 
ſpeake what they liſt, and yernc.ic ſhall haue to doe with 
them for it, 

The Lord cut off allflaitering lips] whereby are vnderſtood 
the moſt dangerous and ſubtill deceiuers, who vnder pre- 
tence of friend{hip, doc ſecke a mans vtter ouerthrow, 

Now in that the Prophet praicth againſt ſuch as doe 
ſo cunningly catry their matters, that they will appeare 
to louc, where they hate witha dead(y hatred, and in 
praying doth ſhew not onely what is his wiſh, but what is 
Gods purpole, viz. that the Lord will cut off the flartermg 
lips: hence this doAtrine may be gathercd, that, 

' The moreskilfullic & artificially any contrives his cuill 
purpoles,the morefeareful deltruRtion ſhalfall vpon him, 

The more fraudulent a deceiuer any oneis, the more 
heauie ſhall the hand of God be vpon him, to crolle and 
contraric him, and to bring him toſuch ſtraits, that hee 
ſhallnot for ſhame open his mouth againe to ſpeake as 


more feareful he hath done: and this is to haue his tongue Cut out, as 


be, 


Qallhis ruine jt werc,asis threatned in this place, 


Flat- 
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Flatterers hauc a certaine kinde of dexterity in theiren- 


_ terpriles, thatthey will not be ſeene to bee brochers of R 
"a tholc things whereof they afterwards become pradtiſers: 
"Tr but they [peed ueuer the bggter,but a great deale the worle 
was for that. Therefore doth BWid conclude,thatGod would Gl 
iy certainly deſtroy Doeg, becauſe hee wasaskilfullworke- * 3% 5345+ 
man, and as itwere a trade[man in milchiete : hee could 
flatter Danid, that he wiſhed him well, and was forry for 
i his troubles, and would be-ready tobetriend him in any 
F thing he could : but when Saw/camplaines how hardly 
11 hewas dealt with, in that no body would diſcouer vato 
him che treacheries of Danid, Deeg changeth his tune, x.Sam. 23, 
, and falleth to accuſe Danid, and molt iniurioufly char- 8.9. &c. 
A geth Abimelech to hauc conſpired with him : and for all 
this,he (no doubt) would hauc goodly pretences: as,that 
. duty bound himto(peake as he did : hee reſpeRed the 
4 Kings honour andlafcty, and ccrtainly things were not 
\ well, butſome miſchicte was aworking ; for hee ſaw the 
ſonne of {ſai come vnto Abimelech, who gaue him a 
J ſword, and asked counſell of the Lord for him, and mini- 
{tred fgod vnto him, and to thoſe that were with him,and 
s thatcxtraordinary food too, cucn the ſhew-bread : in 
7 which regard he, asa loyall ſubic&, mult needs aduertife 
: Sawl to take heed, and tolooke well to himlſelfe,that ſo he 
” mightpreventallimminent dangers, 
ww. M So in theprophecie of /eremiethis is ſet downe as one ler. 4.12, 


* cauſcof thevtter ſubuerlion of the /ewes, that they were 
8 wiſe to doe exill, but had noknoxledge to doe well, They wan- 
® tcdnotordinarycapacity, (which had beene one degree 
= ofhappincſcvntothem, for then God would hauc ſhew- 
= <edthemgreatercompallion)but they wanted graceto vic 
J\.. it well , and had cunning heads to plot miſchiefe, and 
therefore doth the Lord threaten | judgement againſt 
them. And in another place helaith, that rhey had taw7ht [er.g.s, 
their tongues to [peaks les. And whatfolloweth 2 Therefore 
thu ſaith the Lord of hoſts, Behold, 1 will melt them, &c. 

TS Shall 
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Shall not I viſit them for this, ſaith the Lord ? Or ſhall not my 
ſoule bee anenged on ſuch a Nation asthis ? Their tongues 
were too much inclined to lies of their owne accord, (o 
that they needednotto be tayght that language : yerdid 
they (cr their tongues to {chile as it were, that they 
might beeartificiall in theirleaud practiſes, and carry out 
their lies vnder acolour of truth , and ſo linnewith lefle 
diſgrace:which was a thing that the Lord could notabide, 

and therefore hethreatneth to plague them thefore, 

Reaſons, And good reaſon isthere that it ſhould be ſo: for 

I Firſt, ſuch perſonsare extremely hurtfull. Neuer is e- 
vill praiſed with ſuch miſchiefe, as when it is contriued 
by craft, and poliſhed with deceit, The Apoſtles werene- 
ucrſotroubledin dealing either with the idolatrous Gen- 
riles,orwith the ſuperſtitiousand malicious Jewes, as they 
were when they had to doc with thoſe that pretended to 
bee Chriſtians, to be Miniſters of the Goſpell, yea to bee 
Apoltles : and therefore Paul expoltulateth the matter 
Gal.3. with the Galathians, ſaying, O fooliſh Galathtans, whohath 
bewitched yow ? &c, As it hee ſhould haue ſaid, No man 
could dcale ſo dangerouſly as theſe falſe Teachers, who 
haueas it were charmed your affections, and bewirched 
your mindes, And in the Epiſtle to- the Cormtbianrhee 
2.Cor.1.2.;. greatly complaineth of ffich decceiuers : 1 amrealone oner 
youwith a godly iealouſie : for I haneprepared youfor one huſ- 
band, topreſent you as a pure Virgm to Chriſt, But I feare left , 
as the Serpent beguiled Eme through bis ſubtilty, ſo your minds 
ſhould be corrupted from the ſimpiicitie that ts in Chrift, For 
Verſ.13.14.15 ſwchfalſe Apoſtles are deceitfullworkers,and transforme them- 
ſelues into the Apoſtles of Chriſt, And no maruell, for Satan 
bimſclfe is transformed into an Angell of light, Therefore it 
15 nogreat thing tbough his Miniſters transforme themſelues, 
as though they were the Miniſters of righteouſneſſe. Paul had 
taken great paines to make a match betwixt Chriſt and 
them, and to fit them for ſuch a glorious husband : bur 
hee was much afraid leſt it would be broken in regard of 
many 
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many of them,and that as the Diucll deceiued Exe, ſo the 
falſe Apoſtles would decciue them, and that by transfor- 
ming themleclues into the Apoſtles of Chriſt, making 
ſhew (as the Diucll doth) of the greateſt loue and care of 
their good, and of their eternall ſaluation, when the truth 
was, they intendedno ſuch thing, bur only. the ſeruing of 
them(lclues in their carnall credit and commodity, 

Secondly,albeitſuch kinde of perſons do worke much 
miſchicte, yet they (cldome patlſevnder thecenſure of 
men forthefame, and therefore it ſtands the Lord vpon 
to rebuke and puniſhthem : nay they are fo farre from 
being condemned by men, thatthey have great thankes 
many times for their wiſe counſell & good aduice(though 
it be molt vileand diuelliſh) in incenling mens mindesa- 
gainſt ſuch as haue wronged them, and putting it into 
their heads how they may be aucnged of them ; which is 
athing moſt deteſtable before God, and therefore ſhall 
not goe vnpuniſhed, 

Thirdly, their hearts are marucllouſly hardened : for 
when they can fetch ouer men according as they liſt,they 
intertainean opinion of ſingular wit and vnderſtanding, 
and of adeepereach in themſclucs, and fo begin to Con- 
temne others, and will not admit of a reproote or admo« 
nition from any : and therefore being growen to this 
height of pride, and this exceeding hardnelle of heart, 
they are the more fitfor Godsiudgements to be executed: 
vpon them, 

Fourthly, Gods wifdome is much magnified by pro- 
cceding againſt ſuch : they are fit aduerſaries for him, who 


o 


ſeattereth the denices of the crafty, ſo that their hands cannot lob 5.8, 


accompliſh that which they enterpriſe (as Tob ſpeaketh) and 
that taketh the crafty in their craftineſſe, cauling thole that 
arccunning hunters and fowlers,to fallintothe pre rhat they 


have digged for others, and to be inſnared in the workgs of Pial-7. & 9. 


their owne bands, ſothatwhen they goe about to take 0- 
thers, itfalleth out by the righteous and wilc on 
. I 3 0 
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Proyu, 20.17, 
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of God, that they arc taken themſclues. 

Sithit is ſo dangerous to haue a crafty and cunnin 
hcadcloſelvto plot and contriue miſchicte, let this ad- 
monitſh vs to beware of that vice:for alluredly it wil bring 
ſhame vpon the fauourers thereof, The wile man faith, 
Hethat wmagmeth toloe enill, men ſhall callhim an authour of 
1; zkedneſſe, All men ſhall point at ſuch a one, There gocth 
a crafty tcllow, a ſubtill Fox, &c. ſo that the name of a 
vagrantis not more odiousthen his: cuery one hath ſuch 
in deteſtation, cucn the molt contemptible of the peo- 
ple : Doc you fee yonder man-? (will they ſay) hee isa 
perillousfcllow, able to ſect a thouſand together by the 
cares : If any hauc an ill cauſe, heeis a man for histurne : 
Let him make him his Sollicitcr, and hee will gocasfarre 
as diuclliſh and crafty wit can reach, And asit isa blemiſh 
tothename, ſoitis the bane of ones ceitate to be a fraudu- 
lentdealer, The bread of deceit ({aith Salomon) # ſweet toa 
man,but afterward hu mouth ſhall be filled wth granell, Hows- 
ſocuer deceitfull perſons doe ſnatch heere and there, and 
get much from others, yet few of them thriuc , but the 
curſeof God lighting vpon that which they haue, makes 
hauocke of all. And therctoreas wee tender our eſtimati» 
onand good eſtate in the world, Ict vs beware of ſuch pra- 
Ailcs, 

Secondly, let vs hencelcarne, not to be diſcouraged at 
craftic aduerſarics, that hauc winding wits, and plotting 
heads, and flattering tongues, and hearing from others as 
goodas they would with : let vs not bee difinaied heereat, 
but letthis be our comfort, when they fawne, and flutter, 
and lie, and traduce vs molt ſhamefully, that rhe Lord will 
cnt cff the tying lips, Grant that we haue not liberty or skill 
to encounter them, yet the Lord hath : There « no wiſ- 
deme, nor underſtanding, nor counſel againſt him * that is, 
none of theſe ſhall take auy cffeRagainſt him : and there- 
fore the P[almyſt (aith, The Lord breaketh the connſell of the 
Heathen, and bringeth to nought the devices of the people, 

Though 
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Thoughall the wifdome of all the nations in the carth 
were laid together, yet God would bring all their conſul- 
tations to nothing it they made againſt him. When A- 
chitopbeltel| trom Damd to take part with Abſolon,itmuch 
troubled Daxi4, tor his words were as Oracles, and nong 
could ſpeake more in matters of policiethen he, and hee 
knew all Dewids heart, andthe (tate ofthewhole king- 
dome, and therefore hee turneth himſclfe vnto God : O 
Lord (ſaith hee) 7 pray thee turne the counſell of Achitophel 
into fooliſbnefſe : and God heard his requeſt, and did (o, in+ 
ſomuch that no creature could deale more fooliſhly for 
the procuring of his own cucrlaltingwoe and ſhame,then 
he did in hanging himſelfe. 

The diue{lis [til] labouring to worke miſchicfe, and he 
wants not craft nor (ubtiltic, belidesthe experience that 
he hath had from the beginning of the world hitherunto: 
yet forall this, he hath neuer beene, nor ſhall bee ableto 
procure the ouerthrow of one of Gods ele, The Church 
hath beene nothing the worſe, though hee haue beene 
ſtill warring againſtit. And why isthis,but becauſe Gods 
wiſdome1s infinitly beyond all the ſubtilty of the diuell ? 
And what cauſe hauc wee then to feare crafty men, ſeeing 
their Captaine hath had no better ſuccelle , and ſeeing 
thatthe Lord hath a quarrcll againſt theirs well as a» 
gainſt their head ? 

And the tongue that [peaketh proud things.) 

In that the Prophet denounceth iudgement againſt 
ſuch kinde of perſons, the doQtrine is, that 


The more wicked men boaſt of their miſchieuous in- D:, 2. 


tents, the neerer miſchicte is vato them. 

When they bragge molt how well the world goes with 
them, and what hope they haue of effefing their badde 
purpoles, ſome greatcuilſ is euen at their doores. When 


men boaſt in their talke, and ſwords are in their lis (as Danid Plal.z9-7.3. 


ſpeaketh) then the Lord will kane them in deriſion, and laugh 
atthcir deſfrution. When they fall tro bragging, God 
tals 


Exod.rs. 9. 


2.Kings 18, 


Chap, 19.28. 


Rea ſons. 
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falstolaughing : and when their (words are drawen out 
againſt others, the Lords hand is ſtretched out againſt 
them. When Pharaoh in the pride of his heart ſaid, Who 
& the Lord? God made him know who he was. And when 
the enemie ſard, Iwillpurſue, I will onertaks them, (mcaning 
the 1/raelites ) I will dinide the [poile, &c, then the Lord (et 
in againſt them,and male the Sea to coner them, (0 that they 
ſank as lead in the mighty waters. 

So when Saveberib inſulted againſt God , and againſt 
his people,and bragged what his forefathers and himſelfe 
had done, and what now he would doc, if they would not 
yecld vp the City and them(ſelues into his hands,thendid 
the Lord put a hooke into hisnoſtrels, and a bridle into 
his lips, and brought him backeagaine the ſame way hee 
catnc, and cauſed him to fall by the hands of his owne 
ſonnes, 

And the reaſons why it muſtneeds be ſo are thee : 

Firſt, when vngodly men doc moſt vaunt of their ma- 
licious intents againſt Gods people, then is the Lords 
compaſſion moſt ſtirred towards them : euen as it is with 
carthly parents, when any one threatens their children, 
that if he take them, he will knocke out their braines; this 
will cauſe them to provide for the ſafety oftheir children, 
and thatſuch leaud perſons be puniſhed and reſtrained, 

This was Damids comfort againſt Doeg ; Why boaftef 
thou thy ſelfe in thy wickgdneſſe, O man of power ? (laith hee) 
The loning kindneſſe of God endureth daily, If the ſtocke of 
Gods goodnelJF wereall{pent, then his children had rea- 
ſon to hang downe their heads: but ſeeing that is and will 
be as much tillas cuerit was, they need not feare the in- 
ſultations of their wicked aduerſarics, 

Secondly, at ſuch times Godsſeruants begin to looke 
aboutthem : when their cncmicsſpeake of wonders that 
they will worke againſt them, then they are wakened and 
ſtirred vpto cry vnto the Lord, asinthe 94. Plalme, 0 
Lord God the anenger, O Lord God the anenger fhew thy ſelfe - 
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eleerely, And why are they (o inſtant and earneſt with 
God? The reaſon is ycelded verſe 4. 7458 wicked prate an 
ſpeake fiercely : all the workers of imuquitty vaumt them/e/nts. 
As it they thould ſay, Lord, it cucr thou wilt awake and 
ſtand vp for our detenle, now duc it, when vagodly men 
doeloinſult and triumph ouer vs. 

Thirdly, ſuch proud perſons doc bid defiance to the 3 
Lord himſclfe, and therefore hee hatha quarrell againlt 
them, All the proud [1m heart] are an abomination vnto bum, 

But if their pride appeare in 4 more notorious manner in 

their congues, and in their behauiour, they are much 

more hatetull vnto him : for in making boaſt of their pqg1.co, 
owne hearts delire, they doe contemne the Lord; and in 
ſpeaking againſt the Church, they ſet their tongues a- Plal.73.9, 
gainſt heaucn it (elfe, as the Prophet ſpeaketh, | 

Which pointthusprooucd, 'miniſtreth vnto vs 

Firſt, an vſc of in(trudtion, that ſeeing the Lord is (o /Je 1. 
incenſedagain(t proud boalters,therefore we ſhould con- 
tajne our (clucs within the compalle of modeſty, and ne= 
uer boalt at all, butlet others mouthes, and our vuwne 
workes, and Gods voiccat thelalt day praiſe vs, andnot 
our ownelips : but Alpecially let vstake heed of vaunting 
our (clues againſt the people of God, and again(t the ma» 
icſty of God himlſelfe; for that will lealt of all be indured, 

Secondly, heere is an vi{cof conſolation againſt all the Yſe 2, 
inſoltations of malicious enemies : if we can with patience 
and modeſtic endure, and tand it out fora while, notre- 
turning like for like, nor viingany ſharpnelle and bitter- 
nelle againſt them,we ſhall ſcethatthe Lord will cut them 
off, If a man had knowen the day before, what ſhould 
hauec befallen Haman, notwith(tanding all his boaſting of 
his greatnelſe, and of his honor, and of thatfauour which 
he had with the King, andof all thecuill that he intended 
againſt the ewes, and again(t Afordecat clpecially ; if (I 
ſay) a man had knowen beforehand what ſhould haue be- 
fallen him,would it not hauc made him laugh at hispride 
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andfolly ? Yes certainly: and yetthe caſcof all boaſters 
againſt Gods Church is litrle better then his, And if wee 
could withthe cic of faith behold Gods purpoſe concer- 
ning their ruine and ouerthrow, all their bragging would 
ſeemevnto vs, asit isindecd, euen exceeding ridiculous, 
And this in particularſhould comfort vs againſt the blaſ- 
phemics of theChurch of Rome, and again(t all her inſul. 
tations ouer the Saints : for the Lord hathſetdowne her 
' Reuel.18, 7,8, ſentence : In as much as ſhee gloried her ſelfe, ſo much give ye 
her torment and ſorrow ; for ſhe ſaith in her heart, I ſu ant 4 
Queene, and am no widow, and ſball ſee no moxrning : But 
what ſaith God 2 Thereforeſball her plagues come at one day, 
death, and ſorrow, and famine, and face ſhall bee burnt with 

fire, &C, 

Verſe 4. With our tong wer we will prenaile : onr lips are our 
owne,] In that they arc heere found fault with for thus 
ſpeaking, becauſethey affirmethat which is direMly con+ 
trary to the truth, the point hence to bee obſerued is, that 

Doki. 3. No man hath the royaltic of his owne tongue, nor the 
No man hath.ordering of his owneſpeech, 
the ordering Pyery mans tongue isin Gods hand, and his words at 
-=>—qg Gods diſpoſing: he is Lord ouerall mens tongues ; which 
ey will euidently appeare by this, that 
Reaſons, Firſt, men cannot ſpeake what they would, but what 
r. the Lordwill, according to that of Salomon + The prepara. 
Pcou.16., tions of the heart are ia man: that is, a man determineth and 
prepareth what to vtter : but the anſwer of the tongue is of 
the Lord, As who ſhouldſay, When a man hath done fo, 
yet hee ſhall ſpeake, not what hee himlclfe intended, but 
what God hath decreed: as 1s plainc in Bal/aam,who came 
with a purpoſe to curſe, and if the Lord had perrhitted 
him, hee would haue vomited out horrible imprecations 
againſt the /ſ-aelites ; for that would haue made for his 
Num: 23, - creditand commodity : butnotwithſtanding his intent, 
the Lord made himto blellehis people in ſtead ofeurlmg 
them, Ando Sal, hee would haucall men _— 
Dan 
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Daxid was a Traitor, and therefore he purſued himto be- 
rcauc him of hislife : yet when he met with him, hee had 
no power ſo much asto rate him, or to rebuke him ; but 
on the contrary part isdriuen to iuſtific him 3.0 my ſorne 
Damid (faith hee) thou art more righteomthen I, And this 
we may obſcruc in ourowneexperience, that often times 
men, contrary to their mindes, doe vtter things which 
docexccedingly gricuethem, and bury other thingsin (i- 
lence, theſpeaking whereof might haue beene very be- 
hooucfull vnto them : whence doe ariſe theſe and the 
like ſpeeches, How was I ouerſcene in that which I (aid ? 
What an aduantage did I loſe at ſuch a time ? which doth 
plainly proouc, that God hath the diſpoling of mens 
tongues, 

Secondly,God hath giuen Lawes for the tongue, how 4, 
it ſhould beruled, that men ſhould not ſpeake blaſphe- Epheſ, 4. 
moully, nor filthily, nor bitterly : whence it may be con- 
cluded, that itis Gods ſubic ; for Princes make ſtatutes 
for none but for their owne ſubicAs. 

Thirdly, the ſuccelle and euent of mens ſpeeches is 3 
according to Godsplcaſure, They lay, With onr tongues 
wee will prenaile ; yet docthey not preuaile : for whereas 
they foreſpeake others deſtrution, the wiſe man ſaith, 4 
fooles month is his owne deſtruttion, And whereas they fay prov. 18.5. * 
triumphingly, Sion ſhall be condemned, and ogr cie (hall looke Micah 4. 11, 
vpon Sion, they know notthe Lords counſell, to wit, that 113+ 
they themſelues ſhall be gathered 4s heanes into the barne, 
to be threſhed and beaten in peeces by Gods people. 

Fourthly, God will plague wicked men, as well as re- 
ward godly men fortheir ſpeeches. —_ words thou ſhalt Mat 12.36.37. 
be inſt:fed (Faith our Sauiour) and by thy words thowſnalt bee 


condemned : And, We muſt render an account for exery idle 
word: which cuidently ſheweth, that God hath the ſouc- 
raignty of mens tongues. 

Now ſeeing thatthe Lord hath the gouernment there= 
of, this ſcructh 
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Fſe 1. Firſt, toteach vs, that therefore wee ſhould crave afli. 
ſtance from him for thewell-ordering of the ſame, A 
Ve 2. Secondly, that wee ſhould notbe atraidof performing | 


any goodduty, in regard of mens tongues z forthough 
they threaten, and raile, and ſlander, and traduce vs, yet 

they ſhall not hurt vs, for God will hide vs from the #8 
; ob 5.21, {courgeof thetongue, fothat no ſuch weapons ſhall pre= Þ E 

a4 16.17. uailcagainſt vs : for the Lord made the tongue, and the 2? 
men themſelues that ſpeake therewith, and there is no ( 
voicenor ſound that proccedeth out of the mouth, but 
the Lord hath the ordering thereof : and therefore letys 
AR.q4.29, ſuevntohim, as the Apoltles did, ſaying, O Lord, behold 

their threatnings, behold their reailings, and doethou 
iudge betwixt vs and them : and thou which haſt 
the diſpoſing of all mens tongues, preſerue 
thy (cruants from the hurt that may 

befall vs through che ſame, 
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wherein the properties of true 


zeale are deſcribed, and the 
contrary diſcouered. 


<1 Odly zcale is a vertue very requilite 
ÞY. Y, and neceſſary tor all Chriſtians ; not 


FF. 
>} ſo rareand ſeldome found, as preci- 


© ous and vſcfull where it is found ; as 


6 


= 


Chriſtianity, and one of theprinci- 
pall fountaines & well-heads,whence 
many other vertues of the ſpirit doe ſpring and ifſuc 
foorth.. 
The excellencie of this grace doth appearg,as by many 
other arguments, ſo by this, that the Saints are thereby 
deſcribed, where they arefaid to beea people [zealous of T;,y11, 14. 
Loodworkes:) this isthe end of their redemption, and this 
1s one ſpeciall ctteR and marke of their juſtification, that 
they doenotonely deliſt from their former cuill workes, 
and fall tothe praRiſeof the contrary good workes, but 
that they arc zealous, both to doe them,andin thedoing 
of them they ſhake off the ſluggiſhneiſeof the fleth, and 
ſtrive for the feruencie of theſpirit in all dutiesthatthey gQ 11 i, 
owecither vnto God or men. 
Forthis vertue, amongſt many others,arethepenitent 
Corinthians commended : Behold this, that yee bane beene +.Cor.7.11, 
K 3 | god) | 
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godly ſorrowfull, (faith Pan!) what zeale it bath wrought ” 
Jou ! &c. Till ſuch time as the Apoltle had rebuked them 
by an Epiſtle, they werecither not atall, or very ſlightly 
touched withtheſenſe of their owne (innes,and therefore 
they (ctlight by the offenſes of others, inſomuch that 
when abominable inceſt (ſuch as had not beene heard of 
imong(tthe Gentiles) wascommittedamong them, yet 
they tooke itnotto heart, nor at all mourned for it, nay 
they let the offender goe vncenſured, who ſhould haue 
beene (as afterwards hee was) excommunicated, and deli- 
uered vpvnto Satan, for the healing of his owne ſoule, 
the preventing of the like finnes in others, and the ſtop- 
ping of the mouthes of wicked blaſphemers, who would 
be ready heercupon to ſpeake cuill of the holy name of 
God, and of the profetTours and profeſſion of Chriſtiani- 
tic, Thus cold and carclclle were they till the Apoſtle had 
ſharply reprooucd them : butafter that they had well di- 
geltcd his —_ and thorowly conlidered of all mat- 
ters, they fellto lamentfor their owne corruptions, and 
for the tranſgreſſions of others, and were zcalous again(t 
all wickedneſle, and for all manner of goodnelle in them- 
{clues and others, This was the cffc& of holy griefein 
them, and this will bee found in all chat attaineto that re- 
pentance which isvato life : in which regard, when the 
Lord would worke a cure vpon the luke-warme Laodrce- 
ans, he biddeththem, bee zealous, and amend. That was 
their linne, that they were key-cold, andeuen frozen in 
the dregges of ſecurity, excrciling themſeclues in ſundry 
good dutics (forthat muſt needs be, becauſe they were a 
Church) but neuer regarding with what loue vnto God 
or men they performed theſame: therefore the Lord vr- 
ging them to reformation, willeth them [tobe zealou,end 
amend} implying thatthcſe two cucr goe hand in hand,to 
wit,ſound repentance,and godly zealc : yet ſo that as cue- 
ric onc isof greater growth in the body of Chriſt, ſo this 
grace isof greater ſtrengthin him, as is euident in David, 
who 
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who ſpeaketh thus of himſelf(and thatby the inſpiratiun 
of Gods holy (pirit, and therefore cannot but ſpeake tru- 
ly ) 145 xeale hath eurn conſumed me, becauſe mine enenues y 1 16 129. 
hne forgotten thy ward, Weaker Chriſtians haue ſome | 
good motions of gricfe for mens oftences ; but the Pro- 

phet wascxceedingly wrought vpon by his zealc,{o that 

it did cucn ſpend him, and conſume him, in regard of the 

fearctull breach of Gods commandements, which he ob- 

ſcrucd in his very cnemics. And the like wee find in an- 

other place : The zeale of thine honſe hath eaten me: and the pſ1 69. 9, 
rebukes of tbews that rebuked thee are fallen vpon mee, Thus 

was the holy man of God touched, yea tormented with 

the things whereby Gods glogy was impaired, as if he had 

beene laden himlclic with reproches and diſgraces. 

But molt admirable was the zcalce of Afoſes and Pand, 
who forthat feruentdclire that they had of aduancing 
Gods gloric, could haue beene content to hauc had their 
names put gut of the booke of life, and to bee (eparared 
from the Lord, ſo that his great name might be magniki- 
cd in ſparingand ſaving thcir brethren the lſraclites, 

Now becaulc our hearts may cafilie decetue vs in this 
matter of zeale, cither by perlwading vsthat wee hauc it, 
when wee are farre from it ; or that wealtogether wantir, 
whenin ſome good mcafure wee haue attained vnto it : Exod 31. 22 
therefore will it notbee amille to ſet downe ſome rules, Rom. wah, : 
whereby wee may tric whether our zeale beecurrantor 
counterfct, 

Firlt, therefore touching the matter about which this Rules oftrue 
holy zcaleis to beexerciſed, it mult be good : according zeale, 
totheſaying ofthe Apoſtle: It is good alwaies to be 2ealons + AN 
in[a goodmatrer:Jand it was before ſhewed that Gods peo- gg ye good, 
ple mult be zcalous of [good works:] otherwiſe, it the mat- Gal, g. 18, 
tcr becuill, themore carnelt any is,the more finfull : nei» 
ther is ſuch carneſtneiſe worthy the name of zeale,being 
nothingelſe but a diuclliſhand fleſhly heate, or rather a 
Linde of frenzic and madncile. Such was the zcale of 

| Idolaters 


1.King. 18,28, 
Icr.7- 31. 


Wee muſt 
know the 
thing ro bee 
pood for 
which we arc 
zcalous. 
Rom. 14-23. 
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Idolaters that would mangle and cut themlelues,and that 
would offer their children 1a the fire in honour varo 
their gods. Such was the zealc of the Scribes and Pha- 
ri/e, who would compaſſe ſea and lard to make one a Proſe. 
he :thatis, one of their owne ct, 

With this violentand mad zeale was Paw/caricd before 
his conuerlion(as he himſelfc confelleth in plaine rearms 
Adlts 26.11.and Phil. 3.6.) when hee wasgnraged again(t 
Chriſtians, and ſpared no paines nor colt to make them 
denie and blaſpheme the name of Chriſt, 

Hecrethenis to be condemned the zcale of ignorant 
Papilts and Brownilſts, and ſuch like, who are yery hotte 
indeede (for he mult needs runne whomthe diuecl driues) 
but in cuill cauſes, as might calily be prooucd, and may 
hence, if by no other arguments,be probably concluded, 
in that they vſe the diuels owne weapons (to wit, lying, 
ſlandcering, railing, curſed{peaking, and the like) in the 
purſutcot theſame, 

But much more damnable and vile is their zeale 
to be eſteemed, who againſt their knowledge and con- 
ſciences, doe violently and malitiouſly oppoſe them- 
ſelues againſt the Goſpell and the profctlors thereof, 
and (tand for falſhood and wickednelle, and the praQtiſers 
thereof. 

Aſccondrule is, that as the matter in which wee are 
zcalous, muſt bee good in ir ſelf, ſoit mult bee-knowen 
vnto vs to bee of chat qualitic, True zeale muſt begin 
where theword begins, andende where it ends: for others» 
wiſe it cannot bee of taith, which is euer grounded on the 
word: and whatſocuer is not of faith is linne. Wee mult 
not therefore content our elues with an ny 2, 
and hope that wee haue a good zeale rowards God, when 
wee hauc no warrant for our hope: but mult ſo acquaint 
our [clues with the Scriptures of God that our zeale may 
be according to knowledge. 

Which rule dilcouercth the corruptnes of their zeale 
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whether cloſe hypocrites, or weake Chriſtians, who are 
Icdonby theexamples of good men, whom they affeR, 
much to like of, and carneltly to ſtand forſuch things, as 
they percciue them in their praQtiſe obſerue, andto 
make conſcienceof : and if there bee buta word ſpoken 
againſt any of the things thatthey haue takenaliking of, 
they arc maruellouſly [tirred with indignation thereat: 
Yc<tletthem be vrged to prooucout of the word-the ne- 
cellitic of thoſe duties which they ſo carneſtly prelle,they 
can ſaylittle or nothing, tothe purpoſe for them ; and 
ſo growne many times either ro diſlike and forſake all if 
they be hypocrites : orat [caſt to be diſcouraged and to 
bee at aſtandit they be weakelings in Chrift leſus. Aud 
whence proccedtheſe inconueniences bnt from this,that 
they are zeclons for things that in themſeclues and vnto 
othcrs arc good and holy, but not thorowly diſcerned of 
them tobe of thatnature, 

A third propertic of true zealeis, that it beginneth in 


ourſclues, and after proccedeth ynto others : for neucr 7eate LN 
canthat man be truely zealous to others, which neuer beginar 
knew to be zealous to himſclfe, Thoſeare the moſt skil- home. 


full Phyſitions and beſt able to deale with others, that 
hauc firſt wrought a cure vpon their own ſoules. There- 
fore our Sauiours aduicc is, Caſt ont the beame ont of thine 


owne cie firſt and then ſhalt thou ſee perfely topullout the mote Luke 6. 42. 


that ic in thy brothers ere, We mult then firſt ofal iudge our 
ſclues, and caſt the firſt ſtoneat our ſelues, that ſo finding 
how vgly and noiſomeathing ſinneis, and that by ex- 


. perience in our ſclues, wee may bee at defiancewith it, 


whereſocuer we finde it, and neither flatter others in their 
cuill courſes,nor yet too rigoroullic rebuke them for the 
ſame. Thoſe that hauc becne pinched with ſicknelle and 
are recoucred, can by the ſmartwhich they haue felt, pi- 
ticothersin the like caſe : cucn ſo they which hauec beene 
ſtung with Gnnethemſclues, can moreecalily be moucd to 
ſhew compaſſion towards poore ſinners like them(ſclues, 
L becauſe 


Luk.16.15,& 
18, 9. 
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becaufeby thefecting of mifery men learne the praftice 
of mercy. : 

Againſt this rule doe all hypocrites offend, who will 
wade very dcepely into others mens foulcs, and very 
bloodily gore other mens confciences, who yet never 
once purged their owne vncleane fincksat home, nor 
drew one drop of blood out of their owne hearts, Such 
were the Phariſes,who pleaſed themſelues much in iudg- 
ing and cenſuring our Sauiburand his Diſciples; but were 
ſotarrefromcondemning themſelues as faultic in any 
thing, that they iuſtified themſclues before God and 
men, Such alſo are the Browniſts,which are ready to burſt 
their bowels with crying out againſt diſorders abroad, 
and yetneuerreforme their owne ſoulesat home : forif 
they did,they would alſo rcformethcirliucs & their fami- 
lies. But what kind of zcale thefe mens is, wofull, and late 
experience ſtil cricthinour carcs : for many of thEbeing 
ſo zealous to others,but onely through ſome ſecret loue 
of theworld, when they had that which they ſought for , 
madeknowne their hollow and their rotten zeale, in that 
without gricfeof conſcience, they could ſuddenly ruſh 
intoa profound wordlinetle : and withoutall godly for- 
row, could ( after they had ſatisfied their greedy and 
flcſhly zcale } notonely more hardly feare vp their own 
conſciences, bur alſo be fo changed, that they could ſow 
vpthcirlips, and ſpare their words from ſpeaking in like 
manner againeto others, and ſo are neither zealous to 
themfeluesnor others. 

Heerealfo arc all ſuch tobe cenfured as faultie,that can 
pryand makea priuy ſearch into the wants of others, ac- 
counting the ſarhe wants no wants in thermfelues. The 
tatherſaith, thusmy chiſde doth : andthe child, in this 
my father faileth : the husband knoweth, what the wife 
ſhoulddoe ; and the wife, what the husband ſhould doc: 
&c. cuery one the meanerimeneglefing their owne 
dutics : whereavindeedeuery ones principall carc ſhould 

| be 


| 
1 
1 
| 

: 

| 

| 

| 


_—_ CH. Lay | — 


. - V 
” 4 P , 
Sees ot ew actively... 


A brieſe Traft concerning Zeale, 75 


be, to know and doe his owne duty , and to bee gricucd 
where hee commerh ſhort of the ſame, Andthusmuch 
for the third rule, that truc zeale mult beginne in our 
{clucs. 

Now further weare to vnderſtand, that there muſt bee 4 
anordcrkept in being thus zealous: namely that firſt and Wee muſt 
eſpecially wee make conſcience of the principall mar- "ak grearelt 
ters of the word, and attcr of chelctler, as our Sauiour vr en OY 
eclleth the Scribes and Phariſes, Theſe things ought yee to tieſt naters, 
bane done, (that is, the weighticr matters ot the Law) avd Matt, 23.33- 
not to hae left the other undone : yiz,matters of ſmaller im- 
portance, 

Which ſheweth, that their zeale is yery corrupt and 
faulty, who as our Saviour faith, frame our a grat, and 
ſwallow a Camell : who are very hotabuurmarters of cere- 
mony, but altogether cold in mateers of ſubſtance : as al- 
ſo theirs that (vn the other (1de) will cry our againſt them 
that rob by the high waics [ide, and yet they themſclucs 
make no conſcience of piltring, and colining, and ſeeree 
defrauding of their neighbours:as it [mall (innes were not 
to be left as well as great, 

Anotherrule of true zcale is, that welooke as carefully «,, 
to our hearts before God, as to our carriage before men : Wee muſt 
for ſo the Lord commandeth, Cleanſe thy heart, O lernſa- looke rothe 
lem,&c. how long ſball thy exill thoughts remaine within thee ? __ _ 
And againe, Purge your hands, ye ſumers, and [ your bearts] (4. ” 
ye hypocrites. ler.4.14. 

Which ſeructh to overthrow the hypocriſic of ſuch lam. 48. 
Phariſeis, as makg cleanethe writer fide of the eup and platter, 
but within are ful! of bribery and exceſſe, of pride, diſdaine, Mata, 
ſcife-loue, and hatred, 

Now that we may the berter tric our {clues by this rule, 
twothings are to be obſcrucd, 

17. Thatwee fcaretocommitany linneſecretly, and 
when wearcalone, as well as when wee are in the prefence | , 
ofmen. So did Jeb, and ſo did Jeſepb ; and this mooued G..5.* 
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them ſotodoe,cuen that the Lord did behold them, and 
could puniſh them for ſecret as well as for open offenſes, 

Which condemneth them of grolle diffimulation,that 
arcloth to beaccountedill, and yet make no conſcience 
to be ill, What is this, but to be painted (epulchers, that 
arc faire to looke vpon, but within full of rotten bones? We 
may decciue men,but God is not decciued, and therefore 
let vs beware-of this hypocriſic, and ſo much the rather, 
becauſc the Lord hath fearcfully diſcouered and plagued 
them that in outward ſhew. haue borne a great counte- 
nanceofreligion, and yet haue liucd in ſecret filthineſle, 
andother vile ſinnes, which in time hauecometo light, 
to their ſhameand ruine. 

The ſecond thing to be obſerued, is, that wee haue an 
cic to the priuy corruptions that lurke in our hearts, and 
maintaine continuall warre againſt them , as Pawl did, 
Rom 7, and this we ſhouldthe rather doe, becauſe it is a 
fearcfull, and yetan vſuall iudgement of God, and that 
vpon many profetlors, that making no conſcience of en- 
tcrtaining wretched luſts and vile atteionsſecretly,they 
hauc bebken foorth to the committing of the grolle ati. 
ons, and ſo hauc ſhamed themlclues publikely, And this 
isaiuſt ſtroke vpon thole that would rather ſeeme to be, 
then in truth delire to be godly, that making no conſci+ 
ence of their thoughts and inward deſires, they ſhould in 
time be ſo giuen vp, as to make no conſcience of their 
words or deeds, 

Thelixth rule is, that we be more (tri&t vnto our (clues 
then vnto others,and more ſeuere againſt our ſelues then 
againſt others, giuing more liberty vnto them then wee 
willtakevnto ourſelues. And firlt concerning ſcueritic 
vnto our (clues, ſuch oughtto be our acquaintance with 
ourinward and outward corruptions, and fo gricuous 
oughtthey to be in our cies,that our heat being ſpent vp- 
onourſclues, wee may thinke the finnes of others more 
tolcrable, andſo lcarne by the ſight and (cnſe of our _ 
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ſores, to deale more mildely and meckely with others, 
whole corruptions (citherfor greatnelle or multitude)we 
cannot ſo thorowly fee as we may our owne, 

Secondly, as wee mult deale molt ſharply againſt our 
ſclucs, ſo mull we be ready to giue more outward libertic 
vnto others then to our (clues. And forthis we haue the 
example of Abrabam,who was (tritto himſclfe,that he 
would not take of the King of Sedome ſo much asathreed Gen.14.32 24 
orlatchet, and yct hee would notdenic Aner, Eſcol, and ; 
Mamre their liberty, So eb, as hee would not permirto 


Titus 3.1, 


-himſelfe, ſo neither would heedeny fo his childrentheir 1, x, 


liberty of fcalting. Buteſpecially the example of Paul is 
notable tor the confirmation of thispoint: for ſeeing that 
in ſome places he could not ſoconueniently liuc of other 1.Cor.s.t2, 
mens charges, as at Corimth and Theſſalonica, he would la- 1.Thefl.2.9. 
bour with hisowne lands, rather then bee chargeable to 
any of them : yet he would not thatall men ſhould beticd 
by hisexample todoe the like : and therefore hee labou- 1.Cor.g. 
reth much in his Epiſtles about this, that Miniſters ought :.Tun.z.18, 
to be prouided for : ſo (trit was hee to himlſclte ; ſuch li- 
berty left hevnto others. 
Whence we may calily percciue, thatitisrather a Pha- 
riſaicall pride,thenany Chriſtian zeale, tobe too tetricall 
and roughin vrging men fo farre, that wholocuerin cue. 
ric point is notſo (trit and preciſeasour (clues, wee caſt 
them otFas dogges and prophane perſons, and (uch as 
are viworthy of any accountor countenance, 
The next property of true zeale, is, not to bee blinded 7 
with naturall atfeRtion, but to diſcerne and condemne Zeale con- 
{finne cucnin thoſe thatare necrett and deareſt vnto vs. —_ fin 
That was it'that made Chriſt ſo ſharply torebuke Peter, ron, 
and Pax to deale ſo roundly with the Galathiansand Co- marys.2y, 
rintbians, Gal.z.. 
Many offend againlt this rule, who will neuer reprooue 3. Cor. 
ſinnein their friends, till God revenge it from heaucn 
wherein they arcfarre from truefricndſhip ; for whereas 
b-: L 3 they 


Gen, 25+ 28, 
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they might by admoniſhing them of their faulesin time, 
preuent the iudgemeuts of God, they doe, throughafalſe 
loue, pull the wrath of God ypon them whom they loue 
molt dearly. He loueth moſt uaturally,that hath learned 
to loue (piritually : and hee loueth molt Gincerely, that 
cannotabide {inne in the party beloued, without ſome 
holeſomeadmonition, 

+ Butdonot many now adaies ſceme zealouſly to millike 
ſinncin ſtrangers, who can winke attheſame faultin ther 
kindred,in their wiues,in their children,in their parents 2 
as if the diucrſitic of perſons could changethe nature of 
the ſinne. This blinde zeale God hath puniſhed and doth 
puniſh in his children, 1ſeac did carnally louec his fonne 
Eſawtor mcat, and for a peece of veniſon, Danid was too 
much affeted ro Abſolon and to Adoniah tor their comely 


. perſonage,ſo as his zeale was hindered in diſcerning linne 


arightin them. Now /acob was not fo deare to Iſaac, and 
Salomon was more hardly ſettoſchoole, and madeto take 
paines: butbchold, God louing [ecob, and refuling Eſas, 
(howſocuer [ſ«acloucd Eſa better then Jaceb)made Eſan 
more troubleſome, and /acob more comfortable vnto 
him. Ab/olon and Adoniah,brought vp like Cocknics,be- 
camecoraliues to Dawias heart : Salomon morereſtrained 
and better inſtructed, was his ioy, his crowne, his ſuccel- 
forin his kingdome, This diſcalc is (c hereditary to ma- 
ny parents, louing their children in the ficth rather then 
in theſpirit,thatthe holy Ghoſt is faine to call vpon them 
more vehemently, to teach, to inſtruct, and tocorreR, 
as knowing how calily nature would coole zcalc in this 
kinde of duty. Indeed many will ſet by their wiues, chil- 
dren, and kinsfolkes, if they bee thrifty, liketo become 
good husbands, witry and politicke, or ifthey be ſuch as 
fortheir gifts can bring ſoine reucnue to their ſtocke, or 
affoordſome profit vato them; how deepe linners ſocuer 
they beagainſt God, thatmakethno matter, it little gric« 
ucth chem : whereby theybewray their great corruption, 
that 
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that they areneither zealous intruth of Gods glory, nor 
touers aright of their children,becauſe they can be ſharpe 
enough in reprehenfion if they faile but alittle in chrifti- 
netle, and yet are cold enough in admonition if they faile 
 neuerlo much in godlinelle, 
©* Well,let theſe flethly zealous men lay to their heartthe 
 blinde affction of Heb, who being the deare childe of 1.Sam.s. & 3. 
God, was ſcuercly puniſhed of the Lord for that hee was * +: 
not zcalouſly affc&tcd to puniſh the grotle and foulc of- 
fenſes of his children : but bleſſed are they that can forget 
their owne cauſe, andeuen with icopardieof nature can 
defend the quarrell of God , labouring hencefoorth to 
knowno man afterthe fleſh, nor ſuffering any outward 
league (oto bleare and dazel their cics,as that they ſhould 
notelpic finne in their deareſt friends to reforme it, or 
that they ſhould notdiſcerne vertuc in the greateſt aliens 
to reuerence it, | 
Now whereas many haue great courage to rebukeſuch $ 
as cither dannot gainſay them, or parts ufo them, can- Zeale oppo- 
not preuaile againit them, heere commeth another pro- ſeth itſclte a- 
perty of zeale to be ſpokenof, andthat is, that it fearcth [4m 94 
not the face of the mighty, neither is it diſmaicd at the oye 
lookes of the proudand lofty, Such was the courage of 
Tb, who beſides that hee made the yoong men aſhamed 
of their liberty, and afraid ofhis gravity, madecuen the 
Princesalſoto (tay theirtalke, and to lay their hands on 10 49.8.9. 
their mouthes, And yet heere wee mult beware of their 
haſty zcale, who will not ſticke to charge the children of 
God to be withour zeale, if preſently and abruptly they 
ruſh notinto an open reprehenfion of men thatare migh- 
ticin authority, as though no regard ofrime,-place, or 
perſons wereto be had : which opinion many by weake- 
nciſe of iudgement defending, find neither fruitin others, 
nor comfort in their «wne conſciences, when they doe 
admoniſhin that preſumptuous maner: for that hunting 
afrer feruentnelle without theſpiritof mecknetlc,and ca- 
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Job 29.12. 
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{ting off all conlideration of a godly opportunity, they 
rather exaſperatethen humble the parties admoniſhed : 
and they themſclues rather depart with confulion and 
ſhame, fur ſuch poſting on without warrant of wiſdome, 
then with comfort of | cceet" nn duty done. Neither 
am I heere ignorant how great danger of trouble of mind 
commeth to many, in thatthey, being ſo curious vbſcr- 
uersand waiters of opportunity,doe tor ſome caſe of the 
fleſh, vnder the cloke of this wiſdome, altogether leaue 
off that godly duty, Wherefore; as wee athirme that wilc- 
dome and loue mixed together doe deepely cnterinto 
the molt pretra&tand prodigiousſpirits ; ſo wee millike 
their fcaretull delay of duty, who hauinga meanc occafi- 
on offered rhem from the Lord, doe not zealouſly and 


carneltly rebuke ſinne, though in ſome higher perſo- . 


nages, 

Out ofthis may i(Tuc another fruit ofholy zcale,name- 
ly when we are zealous in their behalfe who can never re- 
compence vsagaine, and that in defending theirright a» 
gain(t oppreſlors that arc crafticrand mightier then they. 
Thus [ob delmered the poore that cried, the fatherleſſe and 
him that bad none to helpe him. He was the cies tothe blinde, 
and feet tothe lame, at whoſe hands no reward was to bee 
looked for, 

Another moſt excellent and glorious property of pure 
zcalcis, to be humbled in our bo for thoſe (ins which 
weelpic and cenſure in others, andſoto nouriſh an holy 
compaſllion towards them, 

Heere isan excellent and infallible difference betweene 
godly zealeand flcſhly heat, viz, when our anger for 
our brothers falling doth not feediitſelfe ypon the party, 
becauſe of our wrath, but ypon hisſinne, becauſe of our 
zeale ; wee (till retaining a tender affeion towards the 
pion ofthe offender, When ourSauiour Chriſt went a» 

out to heale the man that had the withered hand, the 
Phariſes that Rood by murmured, becauſe hee me 

calc 
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heale on the Sabbath day : hereupow it is (aid, that hee 
looked about himangerlic, and yetit is'added-that hee 


ſorrowed for the hardnelle of their hearts. Marke here M**3-5- 


in thisnotable cxample, how anger and ſorrow meeteto= 
gether : Anger,that men ſhould haue ſo little knowledge 
of God,and loucof their brother : ſorrow,that through 
ignorance they were {o foulic ouerſcene, Solikewilcin 
zcale of his father Chriſt looked on /eruſalem with an ha- 
tred to their linne, and yet with pitic of their miſery 
which wasat hand, which appearcth in that he wept 0- 
ucr it, 

Markethris in all the Prophets from time to time, as in 
Iſay,leremie, Ezthiel, Daniel, &c. whether they did not 
vtter their metage in heauinelle of ſpirit: and when they 
molt threatned the people fortheir (ins, obſcrue if they 
were not molt grecucd and feared, leſt they ſhould bee 
exccuted vpon - an Thisisa bletled temperature, thus 
to mingle gricfe with zeale : but that isan ouerreaching 
zcalc, that feedeth more on the perſonthen onthe linne, 

Wherefore wee mult crauc this ſpeciall grace at the 
hand of God by praicr, to bee goucrned by aright zcalc, 
and that we may truely diſcerne the difference betweene 
fretting anger and pining zeale. Which if all ſorts of mE 
would labour for, recciuing this rule in iudgement, and 
obſcruingit in praQtiſe,it would breede a great deale more 
conſcience in miniſters, magiltrates,and maſters, when 
theyarc to admonitſh their inferiors, Alas wee ſce many, 
who can mangle and martyr a man forſome offence, who 
never learned for conſcience fake to mourne for thoſe 
infirmities, which ſo bitterly they inucigh againit in 0- 
thers. The Apoſtle Paul was of another temper: 1feare 


Math. 23. 37+ 
Luke I9.41s 
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(faith he) to the Corimthiansdeſt when I come, my God abaſe x, Cor,12.21; 


meamong you, and | ſhallbewaile many of them, which bane 


ſinned already. he knew wot hmg by himſelfe(as he telleth 1 Cor.4, 


themin annother place ) vet could he not but lament & 
bee humbled for their offences, who were apart of his 
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Apoſtolike charge; So Semwelin the zcale of Gods glo- 
ric ſparesnot flatly totell Saw of his ſinne, no ewithilan- 
1,Sam"tf. 35. ding his greatauthority : and yctinloue and compaſſion 
ro his perſon, he wasalwaics bent to lament Sans caſe , 
and earneſtly to pray for him, till the Lord forbad him 
to docſoany longer, 1. Sam.16.1. 
If wee could keepethis golden mixture,we ſhould ſtop 
the mouths of the aduerſaries, who acculc vs to be full of 
rancor and malice, if we be angry asenemies to their lin, 
but grieucd inthat for ſinne they are become enemies to 
God. 
_ Further we/muſt know that truce zcale maketh vs as 
True zeale Willing to be admoniſhed; as carefull to admoniſh : and 
makech men thatnot onely of our ſuperiors, which is an caſe thing, 
defirous of becauſe there we mult of neceſlitic yeeld : but alſo of our 
admonicion. jnferjors, whom we may ſeemeto contemne, All men 
will grant, thata childe ought willinglic ro beadmaoni- 
ſhedof hisfather, or a ſeruant of his maſter : but few will 
in praiſe giue this, that a father ſhould liſten to the ad- 
uertiſement of his ſonne, or that a maſter ſhould receiue 

Job 30.13. an admonition of his ſeruant. Howbeit /o6 ſaith, hee 
durſt not conteme the iudgement of his ſeruant or of his 
maid when they did contend with him, becauſe in a due- 
tie of pictie, hee looked to them, not as ſcruants, but as 
brethren : he looked not to theſpeaker onely, which in 
reſpeR of his calling was his inferior, but vnto the things 
ſpoken in the ordinance of God, vnto whom Jeb him- 
ſelfe was an inferior,and before whom he knew there was 
no reſpe& of perſons. 

Howbeit ro corre the prepoſterous boldnes of ſome, 
we adde thus much , that inferiours muſt rather adviſe 
than admoniſh : aducttiſe rather then reprehend their ſu- 
periors, that fo ſtill they may offer their pure zcale of 
the glory of God in vnfained humilitic,leſt through their 
cortupt zcalethey doenot onely not profit their ſuperi- 
ours, but moſt juſtlycxaſperate them againſt them. 

Another 
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Another ruſcis, thatin pure zcale we be patient in our 
owne cauſes, and deuoure many privatciniuries; but hot 
and feruent in Gods cauſes, Many can bee as hot as fire 
intheir owne priuate matters, who are as cold as icc in 
things that concerne Gods honour and glory. 

Butit was otherwiſe with Adoſes : When any privatc 
wrong was offcred vnto him by the Iſraclites, hee was 
mecke as a lambe,and would with wiſdomeſpeake mildly 
vntothem to pacific them, and pray carneltly vnto God 
to pardon them : but when they tell to Idolatric,and wor- 
ſhipped the golden calfe, (a matter which neerely concer- 
ned the glory of God) bi wrathwaxed hot, and bee caff the 
tables out of bis hands, andbraks them in peeces, and burnt 
the calfe in the fire, and grownd it to powder, and made them 
drinke of it, being ftrawed vpon thewater ; and after cauſed 
a great number of the principall doers in this wickedactle 
to be (laige by the (word. This alſois the commendation 
of the Churchof Epheſus, that they had much patience, 
and yet cowld not forbeare thoſe which were exill, but exami- 
wed them which [ard they were ApoitHes, and found thems liers. 

- This rule well obſerued, would ſow yp the lips of the 
_ aducylarics, who though for a time they thinke vs to bee 
cholcricke, and men out of our wits, madly reucnging 
our priuatcaſtcRjons, yet one day they ſhould conftealſle, 
that we ſought not our owne commodity, but Gods moſt 
precious glory. 

And to ſtretch this examination of our hearts one de+« 

ree further , let vs beware of that corruption, which, 

| bes; from ſelfelouec, will giuevs Jeaucto reioice in 
good things,ſo long as they bein our ſclues,butrepineth 
at the ſight of them in others: which will permit vsto be 
gricucdat cuill things in ourſclues,and yet make vs to re- 
loice to (ce the ſame in others. True zeale (hauing Gods 
glory for the obiet thereof ) loueth good wherelocuer 
and in whomſocuer it is: true zcalchatcth ſinncwhereſo- 
eucr and in whomſocyer, True zcalc loucth friends as 
M 2 they 


TM 
Wee mult be 
moſt ferucac 
in Gods 
caules. 


Exod, 3z. I 9, 
20, 


Reue).2.2, 


3% A briefe Trall concerning Zeale. 


they be Gods friends : true zecale hateth aduerfaries ſo 
farrcas they be Godsaduerſaries:truc zeale loueth a good 
thing in the moſt profelled enemy : true zealc hatcth (in 
inthe molt allured friend, 

If we be perſ[waded that our enemies be Gods children, 
howlocuer we diſagree in ſome particulars, yet wee muſt 
{wallow vp many. private iniurics, and more reiolce in 
them as they be Godsſcruants, then be gricued at them 
as they haue iniured vs, 

Indced true zeale is molt grieued at the ſinnes of the 
godly, becauſe ſo much are their ſinnes more grieuous 
then the linnes of others, by how much they came nee» 
rer tothe image of God then others, 

T2 Thelaſt ruleis, that we keepea tenour of zeale in both 
Zeale muſt be. eſtares,to wit,of proſperitieand aduerſitic, Wemult eſpe- 
—_— .* - ciallylooke tothat whereunto we are molt ready, that is, 

'__ whether webemorezealousin proſperity, and fall away 
in aduerſitic; or whether we be-more feruent in affliction, 
and ouerwhelmed in abundance : whether by the one wee 

are not puffed vp with ſecurity and ſecret pride, and whe 

ther by the other we be not too farre abaſed and diſcoura- 

ged, or, which is worſt of all, quite driucn out of theway : 

or many in time of peace are religious, who ſceing-per- 

ſccution to follow the Goſpel}, begin (like thoſe that are 

Luke8.13, compared to ſtony ground) to ſtep backe, and at laſt vt. 
terly to renounce their formerprofelſion. Others ſo long 

as they.may haue credit by embracing the Goſpell, will 

ſceme to goc farre ;-but when diſcredit comes, they for- 

ſake all : contrary tothe praftiſe of Daxid, who ſaith, The 

P{al.119. 61. $ands of the wicked bane robbed me, yer hane 1 not forgotten 
Verl. 161. thy Law, Andagaine : Princes did perſecute mee without 
- Cauſe but mine hea» t ſtood in aw of thy word, And for diſgrace 

Veil, 141, hcſaith, [ans ſmall and deſpiſed, yet doe I not forget thy word, 
Others on the contrary part, ſo long as God cxcrcifeth 

them with any crolle, arc zcalous profcilors, who being 

{ct aloft, and comming once vnto promotion, begin to 

grow 
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grow ſecure, and careleile of all duties towards God or 
men, a$isto bee ſcenc in the L{raclites from time totime, 
Welce many in time of their miſery to bee much hum- 
bled ;and whiles they wantliuingsand preferments, wee 
{ce both Preachers and people in outward appearance ve- 
ry godly, who hauing obtained that which they ſought 
for, haue their zcale-vtterly choked. Doe not many pray 
for the continuance of the peace of the Goſpell,that they 
themſclues might continucin peace and proſperity ? Doe 
not many mourne in the aduecrlitic of the Goſpel, becauſe 
they are gricucd for their owne aduerlity ? Oh great cor- 
ruption of our hearts! Oh bottomeletle pit of hypocriſy! 
If we were aſhamed that we areno more grounded on the 
word, and that weecan beeno more holy and vpright in 
our hearts, ſurely the Lord would fo gouerne vs, that hee 
would not ſuffer cither proſperity to quench our zealc,or 
aducrfity to diſcourage our hearts, 

This is thenour triall heercin,if when weare in greateſt 
proſperity, we can mourne withthem thar mourne in the 
Lord z and when weare in greateſt aduerlity wee can re- 
ioice with them that reioice in Chriſt. This isa ſure token 
we loue notthe Goſpell, nor fauour the word, becauſe we 
hauca loucto proſperity, neither are zealous to fce the 
word contemned,becauſec we hauc an hatred of aduerlity. 
Danielconcerning outward things wasan happy man, as 
being riecre to thecrowne : and yet when he ſaw the God 
of [ſraelrglory to be defaced,and his ſeruantsandleruices 
to be trodden vader foot, he could content himſelfe with 
nothing ſo much, as with TR a PL 

And Paxton the other (ide beingin bonds for the te- 
ſtimony of leſus Chriſt,and cencerning hisoutward man 
in a miſcrable caſc, reioiced greatly, and was as it were re- 
uiued when he heard that the Goſpel! flouriſhed, and that 
the faith and loue of the Saints was (Hl continued. This 
zcalc ſhould we much labour for, that in all eſtates wee 

might be rightly affeRed towards God and mens . 
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